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1836, after the completion of the Kirt-
land Temple.

"The veil was taken from our minds,"
say they, "and the eyes of our under-
standing were opened.

"We saw the Lord standing upon the
breastwork of the pulpit, before us; and
under his feet was a paved work of pure
gold, in color like amber.

"His eyes were as a flame of fire; the
hair of his head was white like the pure
snow; his countenance shone above the
brightness of the sun; and his voice was
as the sound of the rushing of great wa-
ters, even the voice of Jehovah, saying:

"I am the first and the last; I am he
who liveth, I am he who was slain; I am
your advocate with the Father."

Oliver Cowdery, as well as Joseph
Smith, saw this vision; they beheld this
glorious personage, even the Son of God,
when He accepted the Kirtland Temple
after its dedication. These witnesses are
also supplemented by hundreds of oth-
ers who have beheld in vision and oth-
erwise, glorious personages in these last
days. There are men alive who have be-
held the Son of God, who have heard
His voice, and who have been minis-
tered unto by Him in this our day and
generation. In the face of these testi-
monies, which cannot be impeached suc-
cessfully, is it any wonder that faith
grows in the hearts of the people of God,
the Latter-day Saints? That notwith-
standing the growth of skepticism out-
side of this Church, faith continues to
manifest itself and find lodgment in the
hearts of the Latter-day Saints? But
just as faith grows among the Latter-
day Saints, as a natural consequence
faith will decrease in the hearts of
those who reject this testimony con-

cerning the truth. This was the crime,
the great sin, at least, of the Jewish na-
tion. Light came into the world, but men
chose darkness rather than light; there-
fore the light that was in them became
darkness. The Jewish nation became
abandoned to hardness of heart and un-
belief. They were left to be a prey to
that spirit of unbelief which they encour-
aged, until they rejected God, until they
rejected the Son of God, with all His di-
vinity, with His great miracles, with His
mighty power, with His pure and spot-
less life—they rejected Him, they slew
Him, and the light that was in them be-
came darkness. He bestowed remark-
able power upon those who received His
word and they increased in faith; but
those unto whom they preached, those
who heard their testimony and rejected
it, became a prey to that other influence,
the power of darkness, the power of Sa-
tan, and they shed the blood of inno-
cence, and I am sorry to say that this
is the case at the present time with our
own nation. The blood of righteous men
has been cruelly, inhumanly shed upon
this free soil. This man who beheld these
visions; this man, the first for hundreds
of years who described, who could de-
scribe the personage of God, who could
say that he beheld Him, who arose as
a mighty witness in the midst of this
generation to say of a truth that God
lived, that Jesus lived; this man was cru-
elly, treacherously and inhumanly mur-
dered; and murdered, too, under the
pledged honor of one of the sovereign
States of this our nation; the Governor
of the State himself, pledging his own
honor and the honor of the State that
he (Joseph Smith) should be protected,
but he was cruelly slain like the prophets
who had gone before, who had borne


