ALL MAY ENJOY THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT.

that the First Presidency of the Church
has again been organized, for by the
more perfect organization we receive
greater strength and wisdom, and more
abundant blessings from the Lord, and
I think this increase in faith and union,
and other manifestations of the spirit
are felt in this Conference. Every man
and woman can feel a renewed influence
and power, and it is felt in all the quo-
rums of the Priesthood. And it is our
privilege to so live that we may come
into possession of all the promised bless-
ings. Among the blessings promised by
our Lord Jesus Christ, unto those who
humble themselves, and seek unto him,
is that "You shall see my face and know
that I am." This does not mean the Apos-
tles only, but the promise is to every
Latter-day Saint who will comply with
the conditions, that such person "shall
see my face and know that I am." These
are some of the promises that have been
made to the Latter-day Saints through
the Prophet Joseph Smith. The same
promise was made to ancient Israel,
through Moses, the great lawgiver and
Prophet who promised that they should
all hear his voice, and see his face, if they
would hearken to his counsels, and obey
all His commandments. The promise
was not to the Priesthood only, but ev-
ery son and daughter of God had the
same promise, because all are destined
to come into the presence of God, and
behold the glory of His countenance. If
we would attain to these blessings, and
enjoy the fullness of the promises made
unto the people of God, we must cleanse
ourselves from all unrighteousness, that
we may endure His presence in the world
of glory.

For this reason it was ordered
that a tabernacle be built in the
wilderness; but such was the wicked-
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ness of the people, that while the glory
of the Lord was resting on the moun-
tain, and Moses was holding communion
with Jehovah in the interests of the peo-
ple, they had induced Aaron to make a
golden calf for them to worship, in place
of the true and living God. And the con-
sequence was, they were deprived of the
presence of the Lord in their journeyings,
for He made a decree that He would not
go before the camp, "but mine angel shall
go before them, lest I consume them in
the land."

The Lord has been very kind and
merciful unto His people in these last
days. He has known the hearts of this
people, and that we are willing to serve
Him. He saw that we were willing to
suffer persecution for His sake, and the
Gospel's sake, and for this cause He
has poured out His blessings upon us in
great abundance, and I hope when these
Temples shall be built, and we minis-
ter therein, and receive the blessings
promised us for ourselves and for our
dead, that we shall be more united, and
that we shall receive more fully the gifts
and endowments that pertain to the sons
and daughters of God. And then per-
adventure He will condescend to bless
us with His presence, as He blessed His
Saints in the Temple at Kirtland, and
the presence and glory of His holy an-
gels. It has been promised to Israel in
these latter days, that the Lord Himself
will go before them, and lead and guide
them, and fight their battles and deliver
them from all their enemies. What a glo-
rious promise! And we may be assured
that there will be nothing lacking on the
part of our Eternal Father, nor in Jesus
Christ, His Son, and the holy angels, for
all are interested with us in the progress
and consummation of this great and



