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I am pleased to have the opportu-
nity and privilege of speaking to you this
morning, and I hope to have your atten-
tion while I endeavor to lay before you
principles pertaining to salvation and
eternal life, and set forth those charac-
teristics that mark the people of God
in contradistinction to the people of the
world. I hope to be so explicit that you
may all understand, and that you may
each receive your portion of the Bread of
Life in due season.

The Church of Jesus Christ is a
Church of order, in which it is nec-
essary that some persons have au-
thority to teach and counsel and pre-
side. The authority of the church in
this Stake, is held by President Wm.
Budge, who represents the leaders of
the church, and is expected to reflect
their feelings and spirit upon the peo-
ple under his presidency. And I must
say I feel pleased with the spirit that
seems to prevail in this Stake of Zion,
which is an evidence that you have
been blessed of the Lord, through the
ministrations of His servants. And
there are still greater blessings offered
those who will seek after them with all
their heart; some of which can only be
received by earnest faith and prayer.

The Prophets, Patriarchs and Saints
in olden times received great and glori-
ous blessings, and why should we not be
blessed, the same as they were blessed?
But some will begin to doubt, and say,
such and such blessings were truly given
to persons many years ago, but perhaps
they are not promised to me. Do we not
worship the same God, that they wor-
shipped? Have we not obeyed the same
Gospel and received of the same spirit?
When you Elders have gone forth on mis-
sions, have not the promises of the Lord
been fulfilled in your behalf? It depends
on ourselves whether we will receive the
glorious blessings of the Gospel or not.
If we are faithful and diligent in serving
the Lord, His promises are sure, and His
blessings will certainly be poured out on
the humble and obedient.

Those who have been sent on mis-
sions to the nations of the earth have had
abundant proof that the Lord is ready
and willing to pour out His blessings
upon them. You were promised that
the angels should go before you, and
open the hearts of the people to receive
you; and when you have gone among
a strange people, some of them have
recognized you through the dreams and


