
134 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

magicians, and demanded that they tell
him his dream, and the interpretation
thereof. If they failed to do so, death was
to be the penalty. This produced great
consternation among the wise men, but
the Lord revealed the thing to Daniel,
who came before the king, with the
dream, and the interpretation of it.

The king saw a great image, the head
of which was gold; the arms and chest
of silver; the trunk of brass; the legs
of iron; the feet and toes, part of iron
and part of potter's clay. He also saw
a little stone, cut out of the mountains
without hands, which smote the image
on the feet and toes, and broke them
in pieces; then was the iron, the clay,
the brass, the silver and the gold bro-
ken to pieces, and became as the chaff
of the summer's threshingfloor, and the
wind carried them away, but the lit-
tle stone became a great mountain and
filled the whole earth. Such was the
dream. Daniel in giving the interpre-
tation thereof, said unto Nebuchadnez-
zar, "Thou, O king, art a king of kings:
for the God of heaven hath given thee
a kingdom, power, and strength, and
glory. * * * Thou art this head of
gold." (Daniel 2, verses 37 and 38.) The
head of this great image, therefore, was
the Babylonian kingdom, which flour-
ished in the sixth and seventh centuries,
B.C., but in 538 B.C., it was destroyed.
Daniel continues: "And after thee"—
Nebuchadnezzar—"shall arise another
kingdom inferior to thee." (Verse 39.)
The Medo-Persian Empire succeeded
the Babylonian kingdom, and continued
from 538 to 331, B.C., and is represented
by the chest and arms of silver in the
great image.

Again we quote: "And another
third kingdom of brass, which shall

bear rule over all the earth." (Verse 39.)
The Macedonian Empire succeeded the
Medo-Persian, being founded by Alexan-
der the Great, and did "bear rule" over
the then known world, continuing until
161, B.C.

"And the fourth kingdom," says
Daniel, "shall be strong as iron: foras-
much as iron breaketh in pieces and sub-
dueth all things: and as iron breaketh all
these things, shall it," the fourth king-
dom, "break in pieces and bruise." (Verse
40.) The Macedonian Empire, founded
by Alexander the Great, was pushed out
of existence by the Roman Empire, which
entirely supplanted it in 161, B.C. The
Roman nation is the fourth great nation
seen by Nebuchadnezzar in the image,
and is represented by the legs of iron;
and as iron breaketh in pieces all other
metals, so the Roman nation broke in
pieces the other kingdoms of the earth.

We still have left the feet and toes of
the image, which are part of iron and
part of clay. What kingdom or kingdoms
do they represent?

In the year 364 A.D., the Roman Em-
pire was divided between Valentinian
and Valens. The western part of the em-
pire was assailed by the Goths, Vandals,
Huns, and other tribes inhabiting the
north part of Europe, until it was utterly
destroyed 483 A.D. From its ruins arose
those kingdoms and empires, which, to-
day, occupy the western part of Europe.

The eastern part of the Roman Em-
pire was destroyed by the invasions of
the Saracens, and out of this part of
ancient Rome has sprung the kingdoms
which now occupy the east of Europe,
and the west of Asia.

The old Roman Empire, then, rep-
resented in the image by the legs


