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the Spirit of God to lead and to assist
me, to speak somewhat upon the predic-
tions contained in the Book of Mormon—
the predictions which had to be fulfilled
after the publication of the book. It is
alleged, as you know, that the Book of
Mormon is not an inspired record, but
that Joseph Smith, if he was the author
of it, copied a great deal of it from the
Old and New Testament. Now, there is
scarcely any need to say to those who
have studied the Book of Mormon, who
have read it prayerfully and carefully—
there is scarcely any need to say to them
that it contains the internal evidence
of its own divinity, that God wrote it
through inspired men, and that no one
but an inspired man or men could have
written the book. There is no book in the
English language that compares with it,
unless it be books which contain the pure
word of God. It has the advantage of
the Bible in this: that it was translated
by the power of God, not by the learn-
ing of man, and not selected from hun-
dreds and thousands of versions as the
Bible has been; for there is no end to the
versions which exist, of the books con-
tained in the Bible. Of course we have
our version translated by learned men;
but there is scarcely a passage of any im-
portance in the Bible concerning which
there is not some dispute among learned
commentators. But with the Book of
Mormon it is different. God preserved
those records for a purpose in Himself.
They were hidden up. This book, called
the Book of Mormon, is an abridgment
prepared by one of the last prophets
of the Nephites, under the command of
God, that it might come forth in the last
days. God revealed in part to him, and
to his son Moroni, the purpose which
He had in view, in making this abridg-

ment, and in concealing it in the earth,
and they performed the labor connected
with this under the direct command and
inspiration of the Almighty, to come forth
in the latter times, and to accomplish a
great work. I wish to allude to some of
the predictions—not those that are con-
tained in other books, but those that are
original with the Book of Mormon itself,
and that could not have been made, un-
less the man who wrote them was in-
spired of God.

The words which I have read were
written by Nephi, one of the first
prophets of the Nephite nation, and he
describes, at great length, and with won-
derful plainness and minuteness, the
condition of the inhabitants of the earth
at the time that this work should go
forth. Much of this, the caviller may
say, could have been written by a man
of these days. But there are some things
which Nephi wrote, that could not have
been written by a modern man who did
not have the spirit of prophecy, and that
which I have read in your hearing is
a part that could not have been writ-
ten by any human being, unless he had
been inspired of God, and was a prophet
of God. If Joseph Smith—if the divin-
ity of his mission—his claims to be a
Prophet rested upon this chapter alone,
or this portion of the chapter that I have
read in your hearing, according to my
view his claims would be fully and in-
disputably established, for the reason
that at the time that he translated this
chapter he had no conception, neither
could any human being have any concep-
tion, unless inspired of God, as to the ef-
fect the publication of the Book of Mor-
mon would have upon the Gentile world.
But Joseph, inspired of God, trans-
lated the prediction of Nephi, which pre-


