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tion and unfairness that will be directed
against us, will bring out and develop
the elements of excellency that will make
our young men statesmen, and that will
make them lovers and defenders of right
and liberty, until, in the due time of
the Lord, there will grow up in these
mountains a race of people that will not
only defend the Constitution, but defend
the flag of the nation, and at the same
time be willing to extend the principles
of freedom to all who desire to receive
them. It is a great mistake to imagine
that the "Mormons" are opposed to the
government. They are not opposed to the
government; there is not a feeling of se-
cession about them, and they do not pro-
pose to be forced on the other side of the
fence by any alliance formed either in
Utah or outside of Utah. We expect to
stand upon the platform laid broad and
deep by the fathers. We expect to defend
our rights as American citizens, and to
do less than this would be unworthy a
free people.

Before closing I wish to bear my
testimony in regard to the people in
the world. I am perfectly satisfied
there are thousands of good and hon-
est men and women in our nation
who, if they knew our true status,
and understood the facts as they are,
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would defend our rights to the utter-
most of their power. But they have been
hedged about; and reports misrepresent-
ing and belying our true character have
been so widely circulated, that they have
been led to believe them; but as we are
becoming better known we may expect
to find men and women with a high de-
gree of moral courage, here and there,
defending us, and speaking favorably of
us. There is no such feeling exhibited
in our nation towards us today as two
years ago; and even that, hostile as it
was, did good. The evil that the minis-
ters and priests and politicians together,
sought to bring upon us was, through
the wisdom of God, overruled for our
good. And so it will continue to be, what-
ever the enemies of truth do for the pur-
pose of crushing it, will eventually be
found to be the very means used to es-
tablish it. We have confidence in the wis-
dom and power of God, and are abun-
dantly able to wait and labor, to work on
in the path marked out for us to walk
in, fully believing that in His own due
time He will accomplish His "marvelous
work and a wonder," and bring about
those happy results foreshadowed in the
promises made to His people, both an-
cient and modern. Amen.



