THE SAINTS NOT HATED FOR THEIR VICES.

of the fact that we are not of the world,;
that if we were, the world would love us
as its own. We are sensible of the fact
that we have come out from the world,
and that, too, for a wise purpose in the
wisdom of God. In these mountains we
expect to establish the foundation of a
civilization that will yet be the admira-
tion of the world. We expect to bequeath
to our children the blessings of physical
and mental strength such as will enable
them to stand the test that will be re-
quired of them; and the very principle
and tenet of our religion, against which
the Christian feeling of the age appears
to be so much shocked, will be the chief
cornerstone in the hands of the builder of
rearing the structure that will be differ-
ent from anything else in the world. Be-
cause we practice celestial or plural mar-
riage, we are branded as lawbreakers;
we are told that we seek to violate consti-
tutional law, and the enactments of the
Congress of the United States. Upon this
point I desire to make a few remarks.

I was born in this country. I can
trace my lineage to the revolutionary fa-
thers. I love the institutions of my coun-
try; I love and venerate the Constitu-
tion. But I am not so ignorant, I am not
so blind that I cannot see that anything
which you or I may do may be made
contrary to law, and may be called un-
constitutional; but I hold that the Con-
stitution was made broad enough, high
enough and deep enough to enable us to
practice our religion and be free before
God and man. I hold that if Congress
has a right to enact a law in relation to
marriage, it might just as consistently
make a law affecting baptism, or pre-
scribing the manner, if at all, the sacra-
ment of the Lord's supper should be ad-
ministered. "What will you do about
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it?" says one. I do not pretend to know
what others will do, neither do I pre-
tend to give advice in the premises; but
I do say this: that no nation or govern-
ment has ever been able to crush the re-
ligious sentiment of any people unless it
crushed the whole people. The nearest
approach to success in this direction that
I can find in history, was that of Charles
IX, advised by his wicked mother, when
he slew the Huguenots in the streets of
Paris. But even this kind of treatment
did not succeed, and never can succeed.
For a persecuted religion will be an in-
vestigated religion; and in my opinion it
is truth that receives the thrust of the
enemy far more frequently than evil.

I wish to bear my testimony in rela-
tion to the Latter-day Saints and their
position. We will abide in these moun-
tains, and we will plead with our gov-
ernment; we will continue to petition
Congress and submit our memorials to
the President of the United States; and
we will continue to love our country, de-
fend its interests, and be free men in
these mountains. If we were aught else,
if we could be bound hand and foot as
abject slaves, we should be unworthy to
be citizens of so great a Republic as is
ours. It cannot be done, and for this rea-
son: We have come from the nations of
the civilized world of our own free will
and choice, expecting to enjoy and to be-
queath to our children the freedom guar-
anteed by the laws and institutions of
our country; we came as intelligent, in-
dependent men and women, and a peo-
ple who are intelligent and independent
cannot be made slaves. The result will
doubtless be this: We shall be crowded
upon from time to time—but no more, I
apprehend, than God in His wisdom will
permit—and the very acts of persecu-



