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poison, before they are sped from the
bow of envy by the hand of malice. It
was so in the days of the Savior. Thrice
tried and thrice condemned, followed to
the cross with but little human sympa-
thy, he endured the agonies of a cruel,
lingering death. How much sympathy
do you suppose Cain had when he slew
his brother Abel? Did Cain hate Abel be-
cause he was innocent, or because he was
guilty? His hand would have paused;
he would have reflected had Abel been
as guilty before God as he was. But be-
cause he was pure, and because God rec-
ognized his purity by accepting his of-
fering, there arose in Cain's heart envy,
malice and hatred, that could only be ap-
peased with blood. It has been so in ev-
ery age of the world. You may trace hu-
man persecution; you may trace the his-
tory of those who invented the rack, the
thumbscrew and the wheel, and you will
find they have always been moved by one
spirit, that same spirit which raised the
rebellion in heaven, and that sought the
glory and power of God the Father, and
that found its culmination in sending to
perdition Lucifer and those that were
cast out with him. And Milton, inter-
preting the spirit that prompted Lucifer
in the course he pursues, makes him say,
"It is better to reign in hell than serve
in heaven." And wherever we find that
spirit, we find a spirit of envy, a spirit
of malice, a spirit that desires to destroy
that which is more excellent and wor-
thy than itself. In this way, after a just
comparison between our persecutors and
ourselves, we can account for the perse-
cution to which we have been made sub-
ject.

Let the youth of Zion contem-
plate the character of the Prophet
Joseph Smith, and see how evidences
of prejudice, hatred and malice were

heaped upon him until those that were
prompted by it, succeeded at last in slay-
ing him. They perpetrated this deed
without mercy, without pity, innocent
and guiltless as he was.

How is it today? Converse with cer-
tain people in Salt Lake City, those who
have made it their business to hate, to lie
about, and to do all in their power to per-
secute and despoil the Latter-day Saints,
and you will find lurking in their breasts
exactly the same spirit manifested by the
wicked towards the Saints of God in all
ages of the world; divest them of their
malice and hatred and there would be lit-
tle left.

We hear a great deal about the im-
morality of this people; but allow me
to say, if we permitted ourselves to be
led into wickedness; if we would adopt
the ways of the Christian age; if we
would cast our children into reservoirs
and ash pits, on vacant lots and dung
heaps, or throw them on to the railroad
track; if we would transmit to our sons
and daughters disease, and encourage
them in ways that lead to death, hell and
the grave; we should then have assim-
ilated, as some of our would-be Chris-
tianizers have expressed it, with "Ameri-
can institutions;" in other words, then we
should be hail fellows well met with the
office seekers, with adventurers, with
libertines and other destroyers of other
people's peace and happiness. It is be-
cause we cannot do this; because we
refuse to "assimilate;" because we pre-
fer to row against the current of corrup-
tion; because the fruits of our labors,
political, financial and social are good,
and bespeak a higher and better civiliza-
tion, that we are hated and ostracized,
and not because of any immorality that
may exist in our midst. We are sensible


