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do this as well as righteous men. But
there is one decree that has gone out
from days of old, that whatever may be
the result of a few skirmishes here and
there, and now and then, through the
generations of men, the great and last
battle shall result in the utter overthrow
of his Satanic Majesty; he will be bound
in everlasting chains and thrust into the
bottomless pit, his followers being cast
down with him. It is this assurance un-
derlying the faith of the Saints, that en-
ables them to go forward, onward and
upward, relying upon the arm of Jeho-
vah, and the ultimate triumph of truth
and righteousness in the earth. That
those men who have laid these schemes
to abridge our liberties and immunities
as citizens; and forged fetters for our
hands and feet, have not done so in the
interests of morality, is made painfully
apparent in the test oath framed by Gov-
ernor Murray, adopted by the Commis-
sioners, and sustained—so far as any
outward manifestation is concerned—by
Congress and the people of the nation,
in that they continue to uphold this Fed-
eral Governor and these Commission-
ers, and to sustain them in their rul-
ings and in the results thereof. Had
they been honestly working in the inter-
est of morality, would they merely have
made the effort to exclude those that
were in plural marriage, and embrace in
their arms the libertine, the adulterer,
the whoremonger, the fornicator, and ev-
ery lewd person of every class in the land
outside of the marriage relation? This
shows it was the patriarchal order of
marriage that they warred against, and
not against illicit intercourse and the de-
filement of the sexes and degeneracy of
the race. All these things are held up
before high heaven, for angels to look
upon, for future historians to descant

upon, and for the children that may, per-
adventure, be spared of these ignoble
sires to gaze upon with unutterable dis-
gust. The one-man power exercised by
a stranger appointed to Federal office,
and sent among the people as a Gover-
nor; the one-man power that puts forth
his ipse dixit to nullify the acts of a great
people through their representatives in
the Legislative Assembly, and to dictate
to the people, or their representatives,
what they may do with their taxes, or
what they must not do with them—all
these things, I say, will be referred to by
the future historian as very, very black
marks upon their history; and also their
blind zeal and efforts—to what? To pre-
vent the growth, enlargement and ex-
tension of the Latter-day Saints in the
land. This is the real object underlying
all their efforts. The Latter-day Saints
do not imitate the examples of the East-
ern cities and the old commonwealths of
the Atlantic seaboard in destroying their
offspring. They do not patronize the
vendor of noxious, poisonous, destructive
medicines to procure abortion, infanti-
cide, child murder, and other wicked de-
vices, whereby to check the multiplica-
tion of their species, in order to facili-
tate the gratification of fleshly lust. We
are not disposed to imitate these exam-
ples, nor to drink in the pernicious doc-
trine once uttered in Plymouth Church
by the noted Henry Ward Beecher—that
it was a positive evil to increase families
in the land beyond a limited extent, and
the ability of the parents to properly ed-
ucate and maintain them, sustaining the
idea of small families; in effect, justifying
the mothers—the unnatural mothers—
of New England, and their partners
who sanction their efforts in destroy-
ing their own offspring, and in prevent-


