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I well recollect the speeches that were
uttered in some of the great cities of the
west and of the eastern States, when the
whole people were aroused and urged
to bring their influence to bear upon
Congress to pass the Edmunds law. 1
well remember that numbers of their
most noted orators uttered the declara-
tion that polygamy was the least part of
the evil they warred against in Utah. 1
have always been aware of this. Only
a few, comparatively speaking, of their
leading orators had the temerity—or
perhaps the lack of policy—to give utter-
ance, in a public manner, to this view
of the case. But those who gave such
utterance said that the unity exhibited
by the people of Utah—the united, solid
vote of the Latter-day Saints—was far
more to be dreaded than their polygamy.
This was recognized and made clearly
manifest by the action of the present
Executive of Utah, when he first intro-
duced as a prerequisite to commission-
ing Notaries Public, an oath of his own
providing, unlawful in every way, un-
der pain of refusing their commissions,
viz., that they were not polygamists or
bigamists, and had not cohabited with
more than one woman in the marriage
relation! And when the Utah Com-
missioners arrived in Utah and entered
upon their labors, in one of the schemes
devised for carrying into effect the Ed-
munds law, they adopted the same mea-
sure that had been introduced by His
Excellency, Governor Murray, and in-
corporated the same provision in their
test oath—thrust in the mouths or in
the face of every individual voter, male
and female, this test oath, leaving ev-
ery libertine in the land, and every lewd
woman, every secret whoremonger and
adulterer at liberty to register, vote, and
hold office, provided their liaisons have
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not been in the marriage relation! But
the honorable men and the honorable
women who had entered into sacred
vows with each other, and had sacredly
observed these vows, and were rearing
their families to honor and respect their
parents and to be good citizens in so-
ciety, teaching them to fear God, and
honor the Patriarchs of old, and flee for-
nication, and look upon whoredom and
adultery as the greatest of all crimes,
next to the shedding of innocent blood—
all these fathers and mothers must be
disfranchised! And an attempt made to
dishonor them in the eyes of their sons
and daughters! They appealed to their
sons and daughters to rise up in their
majesty and throw their fathers and
their mothers overboard, and elect them
to power. And when the people nomi-
nated Hon. John T. Caine as their Del-
egate to Congress, to supply the vacancy
made by the illiberal and unrepublican
action of the so-called Republican party
in the expulsion of their Delegate, Hon.
George Q. Cannon, from Congress; the
opposing candidate, Judge P. T. Van Zile,
went through this Territory, delivering
his political speech, calling to his aid his
retainers, in every place where he could
get an audience, telling the masses of the
people: My election means the continua-
tion of your liberties; the election of my
opponent means your disfranchisement
as a whole people, the abolishment of
your Legislative Assembly, the reducing
of you to a colony governed, absolutely,
as a conquered race. Suiting the action
to the word, those who sustained him
have labored to bring about his prophe-
cies, and they are still laboring to bring
them about. We know full well, that
the devil, as well as the Lord, can utter
some truths, and sometimes is allowed
to fulfill his predictions. Wicked men



