HISTORY NEEDED.

for us, and the enemies of this peo-
ple, who have resorted to every measure
which their cunning and ingenuity could
devise to hamper them and lessen their
liberties—it is these which have fallen
into the ditch, that have been trapped in
their own measures, that have been en-
snared with their own snares, and their
folly has been made manifest, and the
prediction of the Prophet Isaiah has hap-
pened unto them: The wisdom of their
wise men has perished, and the under-
standing of their prudent men has been
hid. No more in any former examples
than in their last effort—the Edmunds
law, so called—which is the result of the
combined efforts and labors of a nation,
begotten by the hireling priests, a con-
clave that met in Ogden, the representa-
tives of all the sectarians in Utah. Then
a nation groaned, and "the mountain la-
bored," and brought forth a mouse, the
Edmunds law! Its main object was to
be effected through a Commission, cho-
sen expressly, not to administer that law
according to the letter of it, but cho-
sen with a secret understanding and
tacit obligations to enforce it with the
spirit of despotism in which it had been
conceived; and by establishing rules—
irresponsible rules—rules of their own—
absolute and appealable to nobody—and
enforcing them in their own way they
have succeeded in disfranchising not
only actual polygamists, but all those
who have been in any way associated or
connected with polygamist families—not
only plural wives, but first wives, and
men and women who long years ago have
been freed—to use a common phrase—
from polygamy; all who have from any
cause ceased to be polygamists. All
these have been disfranchised—excluded
from political privileges—forbidden to
be officeholders, even to be a fence
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viewer, or a school director, or a public
surveyor, or a supervisor of streets. Have
the men who made this country, who or-
ganized government therein, who estab-
lished order, preserved peace, and tamed
the savage—who were the mountain po-
lice for all this great interior country for
30 years—have these tamely submitted
to these arbitrary rulings and decisions
without protest, and because there was
no power to withstand? I will only say
they have done it from the same inspira-
tion and feeling that has governed them
from the beginning in all their wander-
ings. They have stooped to conquer! Will
they conquer? Yes, God will conquer, and
with Him they will rise and prevail. Let
no one attempt to seize upon this expres-
sion as one of treason, of disloyalty to
government, of defiance of the power of
this great country. It is not spoken in
that spirit, nor with any such intent; but
it is the outspoken declaration of that
faith which underlies the movements of
this people, and which has led them on
to victory from the beginning. You may
write it down as a prophecy, but not as a
threat, not as a defiance, not as a trea-
sonable utterance. We recognize our al-
legiance to the general government: we
recognize that it is our duty to sustain
constitutional law and the institutions of
our common country, and if men in power
overstep their legitimate bounds, and ex-
ercise power that is not vested in them
under the constitution, and violate its
sacred provisions in their zeal to tram-
ple upon the liberties of the Saints, or
hedge up their ways, it is our duty to
bear and forbear, until the Lord says—
"Tis enough," and until He shall open the
way, in His own wonderful manner, to
bring about a change and our release.



