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nia. Delegates were appointed by the
provisional government of the State
of Deseret, to visit Washington and
present their application for admission
into the Union at the same Congress
at which California's representatives ap-
peared and knocked for admission. Both
acted in their sovereign capacity in or-
ganizing their State government and
adopting their State constitution. It did
not need any special act of Congress ex-
tending liberty to them so to do; for in
both instances the people of California
and Utah acted in virtue of their inalien-
able rights as free men entitled to the
enjoyment of free government, and un-
der the general institutions of our coun-
try, that recognize the right of the peo-
ple to local self-government. Each State
organized a State government, adopted
a State constitution; they were equally
republican in form and liberal in spirit,
and made a simultaneous application
to Congress for admission. The an-
swer of the general government to Cal-
ifornia, was favorable; to that of De-
seret unfavorable; in other words they
recognized in the one the rights of lo-
cal self-government, admitted their sen-
ators and representatives to Congress,
and the State into the Union, on an equal
footing with the original States; while
to Deseret they handed back a Territo-
rial form of government, adopted the Or-
ganic Act, and appointed their territo-
rial officers. Thanks to the advice of our
never deviating friend, General Thomas
L. Kane, President Fillmore, who suc-
ceeded General Taylor in the Presidency,
nominated President Brigham Young as
the first Governor of Utah. Thankful
were we even for this partial recogni-
tion of the rights of the people to lo-
cal self-government, but strange to say,
that in the organization of our Territorial

government, it seemed good to the
Congress of the United States to make
the Governor of Utah an integral part
of its local legislature, empowered to ap-
prove its laws or to exercise an unqual-
ified and absolute veto in all matters of
legislation, a feature, so unrepublican
and unusual, that it could scarcely be en-
dured by any other people for a period
of 35 years, except the Latter-day Saints,
and in this instance we are an exception.
Two-thirds of the Senate and two-thirds
of the House of Representatives can pass
any measure over the veto of the Presi-
dent of the United States. The same may
be said of all the legislatures in every
State in the Union; a two-thirds vote of
the Legislature suffices to pass any mea-
sure over the veto of the governor, and
this is the rule obtaining in the territo-
ries, as well as the States, with the ex-
ception of Utah and New Mexico.

I only refer to this as an instance of
the marked jealousy that has prevailed
toward this people—the unwillingness to
concede to them the common right of lo-
cal self-government.

Under the administration of Gover-
nor Young, his efforts were ever directed
with the Legislative Assembly to en-
large and extend the area of freedom and
the liberty of the voter, and the rights
of the common people, never attempt-
ing to exercise the veto power, much
less to enlarge and extend, the exec-
utive prerogatives; and under his ad-
ministration, laws were enacted to pro-
vide for various offices necessary to ad-
minister the affairs of the Territorial
government, as well as those of coun-
ties and municipalities, making them
all elective by the people, or by their
chosen representatives in Legislative
Assembly united. It seems to have


