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contains, their efforts have been futile,
resulting only in their own dismay. It
cannot be disproved, for it is true. There
is not a word or doctrine, of admonition,
of instruction within its lids, but what
agrees in sentiment and veracity with
those of Christ and His Apostles, as con-
tained in the Bible. Neither is there a
word of counsel, of admonition or reproof
within its lids, but what is calculated to
make a bad man a good man, and a good
man a better man, if he will hearken to
it. It bears the mark of inspiration from
beginning to end, and carries convic-
tion to every honest-hearted soul. And
because the Book of Mormon is a true
and authentic record of a people who
once lived and flourished on this Ameri-
can continent—and because God Himself
has undertaken, through us, His weak
and erring children, to establish His rule
and government on the earth in answer
to the prayers of His Saints, ancient and
modern, and according to the counsels
of His own will—because it is verily so,
devils rage and the willfully wicked are
angered and seek the life and liberties
of the Saints, and the destruction of the
work of the Lord; but in the name of Is-
rael's God, they never will be able to ac-
complish their purposes against us. As
I have often said, so I repeat, the best
time the world ever saw, or ever will see,
to destroy "Mormonism," was on the 6th
day of April, 1830. But they did not
do it then, and so they let the oppor-
tunity slip: and have ever since been
blindly struggling in the hope of doing
something towards it. But the more they
struggle, the wider of the mark their ef-
forts will be. This is my testimony. If I
had the power, and was called upon to do
it, I would go to the ends of the earth and

would lift up my voice in testimony of
this fact to every nation, tongue and peo-
ple, for I know that it is true.

Before I close I want to say a word to
our young men who are called as mis-
sionaries. When a man is called to go
on a mission, and a field of labor is
assigned him, he should, I think, say
in his heart, not my will be done, but
thine, O Lord. We find it a little dif-
ficult sometimes to get the right men
to go to certain distant lands to preach
the Gospel. It is sometimes thought, es-
pecially among our young Elders, that
Great Britain is the finest field of la-
bor in the world; and, consequently, they
want to go there. They do not like to
go to the Southern States; they do not
much fancy the Northern States; they
do not care to go to New Zealand, or
to the Sandwich Islands. When we call
men to go to Great Britain, it is grati-
fying for them to respond cheerfully to
the call; and when we call others to go to
the Northern States, to New Zealand, or
to the Sandwich Islands, we do not want
any to come and say, they want their field
of labor changed to England. We expect
every man to be on hand to go wherever
he may be called, and then he may ex-
pect the blessing of the Lord to attend
him in his labors. I have been thankful
only once since I went to the Sandwich
Islands on my first mission, and that has
been ever since.

Soon after I was sent, there was a
very bright, intelligent man called to
go to the Islands, and it was one of
the causes of his apostasy. "What,"
said he, "send me, a linguist, a man
well read, an educated man, and an
Englishman at that, to preach to hea-
thens?" He felt that he was not looked
upon with that consideration and re-
spect that his scholarly attainments


