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we may have made some mistakes."
"Well," said Mr. Pierce, "I cannot say."
Of course he could not.

Now, then, men assume to judge the
acts of others, but they don't judge their
own acts, and they strive to falsify us,
and to make evils of those things that
God has ordained according to His econ-
omy, and that men of old, who were con-
sidered men of God, and the friends of
God, practiced under His direction. It
is not uncommon for men to talk about
Abraham. They would like to get into
Abraham's bosom—that is most of the
Christians of the present day would like
to have a place in Abraham's bosom.
Would you? Would you really? Are there
any of that class here that would like to
go unto Abraham's bosom? Why, should
you have your wish, when you woke up
you would find you were in the bosom
of a polygamist, and would not that be
very horrible? But that would be the
fact. Jesus Himself, was a descendant
of that class of people who had prac-
ticed the things that we today believe in.
But they didn't persecute Him because
He was a polygamist. They persecuted
Him because He was a friend of publi-
cans and sinners. They accused Him of
being a blasphemer, of casting out dev-
ils through the power of Beelzebub, the
prince of devils. If He did any good act
at all, they were ready to cry out, "Give
God the praise: we know that this man
is a sinner."

These things are facts that we can-
not ignore. They stand out before us in
living characters, and to use a very trite
saying, "history repeats itself" in regard
to these things. The same causes in one
age generally produce the same results
in another age.

I will now tell you about some of

my feelings when I first came into this
Church. It is a long while ago. When I
first heard the Gospel I was compelled
to admit there was something reason-
able about it. I almost hoped it was not
true. "If it is true," said I, "as an hon-
est man I shall be obliged to obey it, or
else I cannot have any confidence in my-
self." When I had investigated the sub-
ject, and become convinced that it was
true, I said, "I am in for it; I must em-
brace it; I cannot reject the principles of
eternal truth;" and I will say, moreover,
I don't know of a time in my life when if
anybody presented a truth that could not
be controverted, but I was ready to obey
it; and I am today. If any person in the
religious world, or the political world, or
the scientific world, will present to me
a principle that is true, I am prepared
to receive it, no matter where it comes
from. Well, says one, you believe the
Bible? Yes. You believe in the Book of
Mormon? Yes. You believe the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants? Yes. I believe
all that God has ever written or spoken,
everything that we have on record, and
I am prepared to believe everything that
He will communicate to the human fam-
ily. We profess to believe in all truth, and
to be governed by all truth.

Then, in regard to our position—
referring to that again—we are gath-
ered here from the different nations
of the earth, from England and else-
where. I remember the time very well
when the Gospel was not preached in
England. I remember when Brothers
Heber C. Kimball, Orson Hyde, Wilford
Woodruff, myself and others took our
first mission to England. Many of you
that are here, whose heads are white
like mine, will remember the circum-
stances. We took our departure after


