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In regard to the spirit and genius of
the age in which we live, there is noth-
ing, as I have said, strange about that.
The powers of darkness have always
been in antagonism to the light, truth
and intelligence that proceeds from God,
and till Satan is bound, and his power
is curtailed by a superior power, that
state of things will continue, and instead
of getting better and better, we are told
in the Scriptures, that the wicked shall
grow worse and worse, deceiving and be-
ing deceived. Do you imagine that they
will grow better? I do not.

Do not let us be mistaken in rela-
tion to all these things—that is as the
world are mistaken. We complain some-
times about the injustice of men. I ex-
pect to find unjust men, many of them.
We refer to certain laws that are being
enacted by our Congress as unconstitu-
tional, etc. Why, we expect they will
yet pass many laws of that kind. We
don't expect them to be our friends, or
the friends of God. They don't profess
it. We have a right to expect, of course,
that they would abide by the Constitu-
tion, because that is an instrument got-
ten up by themselves, and that they pro-
fess to be governed by, and that men in
authority swear to uphold. We have a
right to expect that. But, then, does
not all Christendom profess to believe in
the Bible? Yes. And do the ministers
of the various denominations? Yes. Do
they practice its teachings? Do they fol-
low its doctrines? Or are there any two
of their doctrines alike? They have all
kinds of theories, notions and ideas; yet
still they tell you that the Bible contains
the word of God. But are they governed
by it? No. God placed in the Church
Apostles, Prophets, Pastors, Teachers
and Evangelists, and He gave unto

His servants the Holy Ghost, and the
light of revelation, and made them ac-
quainted with the same sacred princi-
ples. They were all baptized unto one
baptism, and all partook of the same
spirit. How is it now? Many Lords, many
faiths, many baptisms.

Speaking of the doctrine of the plu-
rality of wives, I remember talking with
one of our Presidents—I mean one of
the Presidents of the United States—on
this subject in Washington, a number of
years ago, as I have with others since on
the same subject; but I remember some
of the remarks made on that occasion.
"Well," said he, after talking some lit-
tle on politics, and one thing and an-
other, "what about your polygamy?" "Mr.
Pierce," said I—I can mention his name
now as it is a thing of the past—"it may
be possible that some of us may have
wrong ideas in regard to these things.
We read about such a man as Abraham,
who is described as 'the friend of God;'
we read about such a man as David,
who is described as 'a man after God's
own heart:' we read about Jacob, who
had twelve sons, whose names are to
be written upon the twelve gates of the
holy city. Who was Jacob? He was a
man who had several wives, by whom
he had these twelve sons. Then we
read of Moses—a man of God, a leader
of Israel, and a lawgiver. He told the
people how they should treat their chil-
dren whether by the first wife or by
the second, and how all these matters
were to be arranged." "Mr. Pierce," said
I, "It is possible that we of the nine-
teenth century, have not been able to in-
struct the Lord very much in regard to
these matters. Probably He knew just
as much about them then as we do now,
and that in regard to our marital laws,


