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on this subject, you were set down as
impostors. You were probably before
this a decent man or a decent woman;
but now you became ostracized and cut
off in many instances from association
even with members of your own fam-
ily. Was it because you had become cor-
rupt? No. Was it because you had be-
come unsocial? No. Was it because you
possessed principles that were at vari-
ance with the principles of truth, virtue,
honor, and the word of God? No. And
if you had asked them what the rea-
son was, for their coolness and the feel-
ing of ostracism that they manifested,
they could not tell, only that you were
a "Mormon." You have all of you experi-
enced this. If this is the case, then, with
your most intimate friends—with your
relatives, with your fathers and mothers,
sons and daughters, uncles and aunts,
with whom you had been on the most
friendly terms heretofore—how can you
expect the world to look at things in any
different manner. I reflect sometimes
upon the position occupied by the an-
cient Christians, and upon the charac-
ter, position and standing of Jesus, the
Son of God. We all profess to reverence
Him. All Christendom bows in rever-
ence at the mention of His name; they
feel there is something hallowed about
it. They look upon Him as being the Son
of God, and they look upon His Apos-
tles as men of unblemished reputation,
of pure lives, holy, virtuous and upright.
You cannot travel anywhere in Chris-
tendom but you find churches erected to
St. Paul, St. Peter, to St. John, to St.
Matthew, to St. Luke, and to all the dif-
ferent saints as they are now called by
the people. But how was it with these
saints when they lived here upon the
earth? They were called disturbers of the

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

peace. It was said of them that they were
stirrers up of sedition—that they were
impure, ungodly men. The idea of their
being persecuted, as we read of, for their
religion, would have been altogether pre-
posterous in that day. They would
tell you they were prosecuted for their
crimes and their iniquities. They were
brought before rulers, kings and judges,
and they had to depend upon the Lord
and His Holy Spirit, to sustain them un-
der those circumstances. Jesus emphati-
cally told them to expect these things. "If
the world hate you," said He, "ye know
that it hated me before it hated you. *
* * If they have persecuted me, they will
also persecute you. * * * For if they do
these things in a green tree, what shall
be done in the dry?" It is singular, yet
it is a fact that these things did exist.
While the crowds were ready sometimes
to cover his path with olive branches
and with their garments, and to shout
"Hosanna! Blessed is he that cometh
in the name of the Lord," yet with the
very next breath they were ready to cry,
"Crucify Him! Crucify Him! It is not
fit that He should live." And when He
was hounded and hunted, persecuted
and proscribed, at the very last, even
when a Roman judge said, "What evil
hath he done?" and washed his hands of
the blood of this just person, they still
continued to cry, "Let him be crucified,"
and Barabbas, a noted thief, and a mur-
derer, was released in preference to Je-
sus. This was the kind of feeling mani-
fested toward the Savior. Were they an
ignorant people that thus treated Him?
No. They were what were called the
elite of the day, the educated; men of
position, the High Priests, the scribes,
the Pharisees, the doctors, the law-



