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that when men apostatize from the
truths of heaven, and become infidel to
the things of God, it is because of sin and
transgression; it is because they have
given way to evil; it is because they
have corrupted their ways, defiled their
tabernacles, defiled their spirits, violated
their own consciences, or given them-
selves up to work sin and wickedness.
All this they may have done in the dark,
or in secret, and not upon the housetops:
but the time cometh when the secrets of
all hearts shall be revealed, and every
secret thing shall be made known upon
the housetops. Then it shall be known
and read of men the causes that oper-
ated to take away the light and the truth
from the hearts of men and left them to
go into outer and utter darkness. None
are proof against the attacks of the en-
emy, against the powers of evil, against
the evil devices of the wicked one; none
are proof against or safe from the influ-
ence and power thereof, without watch-
fulness and prayer, without so living that
the Spirit will have pleasure to abide
with them, to be their monitor and pro-
tector. That Spirit will not dwell in un-
holy temples, it will not continue to dwell
with those who violate their own con-
sciences, corrupt their ways, defile their
spirits and tabernacles, and defile them-
selves with their fellow creatures; for
God will have a pure people. His King-
dom is holy; His dominions are pure; and
no impure thing can inherit the Kingdom
of God. "And without are dogs, and sor-
cerers, and whoremongers, and murder-
ers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth
and maketh a lie."

Brother Lyman asked the question
(and answered it beautifully) pertain-
ing to the preservation of the Latter-
day Saints, from the combined ef-
forts of their enemies. He answered

well. The safety and protection of the
Latter-day Saints lie in their preparing
for peace. In other words, it is to make
peace with their God, and with one an-
other, and to proclaim peace unto all
mankind, and so live and deport them-
selves, that they will encourage, extend
and maintain peace to the utmost of
their ability. But, and if the wicked
continue to oppress, to war against and
annoy the people of God, and to de-
prive them of social, religious and polit-
ical privileges, and other rights that be-
long to them as the children of God, as
human beings, as citizens of the com-
monwealth, those unalienable rights of
life and liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness; if, I say, the wicked combine to
abridge these immunities, privileges and
rights, and trample them under foot, and
to wage war against the Saints for the
purpose of destroying them, what may
we do to avert it? It has been well an-
swered: Do the will of the Lord; keep
His commandments; do good to one an-
other; forgive one another, and ask to be
forgiven of each other and of our God;
walk humbly before Him day and night;
trust in Him, believe in Him, and go
forward in the discharge of every duty,
fearing only God. "Fear not them," says
the Savior, "which kill the body, but are
not able to kill the soul: but rather
fear him which is able to destroy both
soul and body in hell." Let our fear cen-
ter upon Him; let our trust and our
faith center upon Him; let us maintain
our confidence in Him, that He rules in
the heavens and among the armies of
men, and that He turns the hearts of
the children of men as the rivers of wa-
ter are turned; and if at one time their
hearts are softened, as was Pharaoh's
of old, and then, again, their hearts
are hardened, as was Pharaoh's, we


