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may be joined together and become one
living being, indivisible, inseparable,
eternal. This is the object of our exis-
tence in the world; and we can only at-
tain to these things through obedience
to certain principles, through walking
in certain channels, through obtaining
certain information, certain intelligence
from God, without which no man can
accomplish this work or fulfill the mis-
sion he has come upon the earth to ful-
fill. These principles are the principles
of the Gospel of eternal truth, the prin-
ciples of faith, repentance, and baptism
for the remission of sins, the principle
of obedience to God the Eternal Father;
for obedience is one of the first principles
or laws of heaven. Without obedience,
there can be no order, no government,
no union, no plan or purpose carried out.
And that obedience must be voluntary;
it must not be forced; there must be no
coercion. Men must not be constrained
against their will to obey the will of God;
they must obey it because they know it
to be right, because they desire to do it,
and because it is their pleasure to do it.
God delights in the willing heart.

I am looking forward to the time
when I shall have passed away from
this stage of existence, that I shall be
permitted to enjoy more fully every gift
and blessing that has contributed to my
happiness in this world; everything. I
do not believe that there is one thing
that was designed or intended to give
me joy or make me happy, that I shall
be denied hereafter, provided I continue
faithful; otherwise my joy cannot be full.
I am not now speaking of that happi-
ness or pleasure that is derived from
sin; I refer to the happiness experi-
enced in seeking to do the will of God
on earth as it is done in heaven. We

expect to have our wives and husbands
in eternity. We expect our children
will acknowledge us as their fathers and
mothers in eternity. I expect this; I look
for nothing else. Without it I could not
be happy. The thought or belief that I
should be denied this privilege hereafter
would make me miserable from this mo-
ment. I never could be happy again with-
out the hope that I shall enjoy the society
of my wives and children in eternity. If I
had not this hope, I should be of all men
most unhappy; "for if in this life only we
have hope in Christ, we are of all men
most miserable." All who have tasted of
the influence of the Spirit of God, and
have had awakened within them a hope
of eternal life, cannot be happy unless
they continue to drink of that fountain
until they are satisfied, and it is the only
fountain at which they can drink and be
satisfied.

Now, we desire to know something
about this, and in the name of Israel's
God, I say we do know something about
it. How do you know I know it, be-
cause God has revealed it, through His
ancient and modern Prophets. I know
it, because it has been testified of, by
all the ancient worthies of God, from the
foundation of the world to the present.
I know it, because it is the theory of
God's plan of salvation. I know it, be-
cause it has been expounded and made
plain, not only by the Prophets, but by
the Savior Himself. I know it, because
the Spirit of the living God testifies of
it in my heart, and tells me it is true.
I know it is true by all the senses by
which I can determine the most simple
fact. I see it with my eyes, I hear it
with my ears, I understand it with my
heart, I comprehend it in part accord-
ing to the intelligence with which God
has endowed me. I am convinced of it


