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we came, and whither we are going. We
are not here to seek the joys of the flesh,
and yet the Lord does not design that
we should go about sorrowful, or that we
should deny ourselves of any legitimate
pleasure. The Lord never intended that
we should go around fasting, mourning,
grieving, weeping and wailing, while we
sojourn in mortality. Jesus said, "When
ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad
countenance. * * But appear not unto
men to fast, but unto thy Father which is
in secret." In other words, appear to the
world to be happy. This is the privilege
of every Latter-day Saint, and indeed the
privilege of every soul that lives. There
is abundance of joy to be obtained aside
from the joy which ends in suffering and
sorrow. Seek those joys that bring no al-
loy with them, those joys which are un-
remitting, eternal in their nature. Do
good.

Again, where are we going? We come
here and sojourn in the flesh a little sea-
son, and then we pass away. Every soul
that is born into the world will die. There
is not a soul that has escaped death, ex-
cept those upon whom God has passed,
by the power of His Spirit, that they
should live in the flesh until the second
coming of the Son of Man: but they will
eventually have to pass through the or-
deal called death; it may be in the twin-
kling of an eye, and without pain or suf-
fering; but they will pass through the
change, because it is an irrevocable edict
of the Almighty. "In the day that thou
eatest thou shalt surely die." This was
the edict of the Almighty, and it per-
tains to Adam—that is, all the human
race; for Adam is many, and it means
you and me and every soul that lives and
that bears the image of the Father. We
shall all die. But is that the end of our

being? If we had an existence before we
came here, we certainly shall continue
that existence when we leave here. The
spirit will continue to exist as it did be-
fore, with the additional advantages de-
rived from having passed through this
probation. It is absolutely necessary
that we should come to the earth and
take upon us tabernacles; because if we
did not have tabernacles we could not
be like God, or like Jesus Christ. God
has a tabernacle of flesh and bone. He
is an organized being just as we are,
who are now in the flesh. Jesus Christ
was born of His mother Mary. He had
a fleshly tabernacle; He was crucified
on the cross; and his body was raised
from the dead. He burst the bonds of
the grave and came forth to newness
of life, a living soul, a living being, a
man with a body, with parts and with
spirit—the spirit and the body becoming
a living and immortal soul. You and I
have to do the same thing. We must go
through the same ordeal in order to at-
tain to the glory and exaltation which
God designed we should enjoy with him
in the eternal worlds. In other words,
we must become like Him; peradventure
to sit upon thrones, to have dominion,
power, and eternal increase. God de-
signed this in the beginning. We are
the children of God. He is an eternal
being, without beginning of days or end
of years. He always was, He is, He al-
ways will be. We are precisely in the
same condition and under the same cir-
cumstances that God our Heavenly Fa-
ther was when He was passing through
this or a similar ordeal. We are des-
tined to come forth out of the grave as
Jesus did, and to obtain immortal bodies
as He did—that is, that our tabernacles
are to become immortal as His became
immortal, that the spirit and the body


