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part, of God, and His right to govern and
control. We see a man raised up with
extraordinary gifts, or with great intel-
ligence, and he is instrumental in devel-
oping some great principle. He and the
world ascribe his great genius and wis-
dom to himself. He attributes his suc-
cess to his own energies, labor and men-
tal capacity. He does not acknowledge
the hand of God in anything connected
with his success, but ignores Him alto-
gether, and takes the honor to himself;
this will apply to almost all the world.
In all the great modern discoveries in
science, in the arts, in mechanism, and
in all the material advancement of the
age, the world say: "We have done it."
The individual says, "I have done it,"
and he gives no honor or credit to God.
Now, I read in the revelations through
Joseph Smith, the Prophet, that because
of this, God is not pleased with the in-
habitants of the earth, but is angry with
them because they will not acknowledge
His hand in all things. I am inclined
to acknowledge the hand of God in all
things. If I see a man inspired with intel-
ligence, with extraordinary ability and
wisdom, I say to myself he is indebted
to God for that wisdom and ability, and
that without the providence or interposi-
tion of the Almighty, he would not have
been what he is. He is indebted to the
Lord Almighty for his intelligence, and
for all that he has; for the earth is the
Lord's and the fullness thereof. God orig-
inated and designed all things, and all
are His children. We are born into the
world as His offspring; endowed with the
same attributes. The children of men
have sprung from the Almighty, whether
the world are willing to acknowledge it
or not. He is the Father of our spirits.
He is the originator of our earthly taber-

nacles. We live and move and have our
being in God our Heavenly Father. And
having sprung from Him with our tal-
ents, our ability, our wisdom, we should
at least be willing to acknowledge His
hand in all the prosperity that may at-
tend us in life, and give to Him the
honor and glory of all we accomplish in
the flesh. We are particularly depen-
dent upon the Almighty for everything
we possess of a worldly character. There
is not a man on the earth possessed of
the wisdom or power of himself to cause
even a spear of grass to grow, or to pro-
duce a kernel of wheat or of corn, or any
fruit, vegetable, or any material what-
ever which is essential for the suste-
nance, the happiness and the well-being
of a human creature in the world. It is
true we can go to the earth, we find it
prepared to a certain extent, and we cul-
tivate, plow and plant, and we reap the
harvest; but God has ordained that the
fruits of our labor shall be in subjection
and in obedience to certain laws which
He Himself controls, and which He has
kept out of the power of man. Man may
boast of having a great deal of wisdom; of
having accomplished a great deal in this
19th century; but, if he did but know it,
he derives the ability by which he accom-
plishes these things from God his Father,
who is in heaven. He does not possess
the power in and of himself.

I read a Scripture something like
this: that "there is a spirit in man."
Now, if that should stop here, there
would not be perhaps anything very re-
markable about man; for the spirit of
man knoweth only the things of man,
and the things of God are discerned
by the Spirit of God. But while there
is a spirit in man, it is further stated
that "the inspiration of the Almighty



