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void and of non-effect in the heavens.
When God calls men to officiate, what
they do on earth in His name in the way
He has appointed, by His authority, is as
valid as if He performed it himself in per-
son; what they "seal on earth is sealed
in the heavens;" and what they "loose on
earth is loosed in the heavens." But when
men administer the ordinances without
authority, without inspiration, without
being called and appointed and ordained
specially for that work, all their minis-
trations are vain and valueless. If they
baptize a person that baptism is void.
The baptism of infants is void. It never
was ordained of God, it never was au-
thorized of Him, but is one of the va-
garies of men, one of man's inventions.
But even baptism administered as the
ancient Apostles administered it, and as
Jesus Christ taught it, and according to
the pattern which He Himself set in His
own baptism, if administered by men
who have not been called and ordained
and endowed with the power and right to
do it, is utterly void, and is of no more ac-
count than a bath. And it is the absence
of this authority and the absence of this
endowment, the absence of this divine
spirit which reveals the things of God,
and makes them plain to the children of
men, which have caused all this confu-
sion that exists in the Christian world,
as well as in the heathen world.

Well, we have met here this after-
noon, and we have gathered here in
these mountain valleys that we might
learn God's ways, and then carry them
out in our lives, for ours is a practical re-
ligion. We not only learn but we practice.
If we are Latter-day Saints, we come to
learn what is right and then do it with
all our might, fearless and regardless of

the opinions of others, or what other peo-
ple may do or try to do. The business of
our lives is to try and find out the will
of our Heavenly Father and perform it.
This we can do. There is no need to be
in doubt as to what it is. There is no
need to depend upon any man—Joseph
Smith, Brigham Young, John Taylor, Pe-
ter, Paul, Isaiah, or anybody else. Every
man that lives, and every woman that
breathes the breath of life has a right to
know in his or her own heart, whether a
thing is right and true or not, and those
who do not strive to obtain this knowl-
edge are derelict. "He that doeth the will
of the Father shall know of the doctrine."
Our business is then to find out what the
Lord's will is, to guide us in our every-
day life, not only to make us feel good, to
exalt our spiritual nature, our emotions,
our sentiments, our thoughts, not only
that, but to guide us in our daily lives,
so that all our acts may be squared ac-
cording to the rule of right, that we may
do that which is pleasing to our Heav-
enly Father, that we may learn to live
so as not merely to do our own will, but
to do the will of Him that has sent us
here on the earth, and who has enlight-
ened our minds in regard to the truth.
We need not walk in the dark. It is our
privilege to walk in the light. We have
come out from the darkness, we have
come out from confusion, we have come
out from Babylon into the light and the
liberty and the certainty of the everlast-
ing Gospel. We have come out from the
creeds of men; we have come out from
the ways of men; we have come out from
the nations and kingdoms of the earth;
we have come up into these mountain
valleys, that we may find out truth day
by day and year by year, that we may
get closer and closer to our God, that


