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a great and a good work in the earth.
But they were not called of God in the
way that His servants were called in an-
cient times who wrote the things con-
tained in the Bible, neither were they en-
dowed with the Holy Ghost, which those
men enjoyed. They nevertheless did a
grand work in the earth, and for that
they will receive their reward, no doubt;
for no man who ever lived on the earth
whether in a Christian nation or among
the heathen or pagan world, ever did a
good thing but he was the better for it,
and will receive his reward for it, and
no man ever did willfully a wicked thing,
that which he knew and felt to be wrong,
without being the worse for it, and for
that he must give an account in the great
day when the secrets of the hearts of all
mankind shall be made manifest, Chris-
tian and heathen, those in the ancient
times and those in the latter times. All
who ever dwelt in the earth in the flesh
must appear before the bar of God, and
be judged for the deeds done in the body,
whether they be good or evil, and they
will receive a reward for the good that
they did, and a punishment for the evil
that they did, especially and particularly
if they did evil knowingly, if they sinned
willfully, sinned against light and knowl-
edge.

A great many of those persons that
I have referred to among those reform-
ers and others who worked on the earth,
as they sought for righteousness and
for the Lord, have labored in sincer-
ity, but not always in truth. A great
many errors have prevailed in the world
since the time when the Apostles were
put to death, when the lights that God
placed in the world were put out by
the hand of wickedness; since the ser-
vants of God were destroyed in the
flesh, a great many errors have crept
into the world, and darkness has spread
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over the minds of the children of men.
Though many have worshipped in sin-
cerity, they have not worshipped in
truth, because they did not fully com-
prehend the way of truth. When they
read the Scriptures, they only partially
comprehended them, and they differed
among themselves as to the meaning
of those things which they read. Thus
sect has multiplied upon sect, denomina-
tion upon denomination. And in what is
called Christendom, people are in confu-
sion, not comprehending alike, not see-
ing the truth as it is; for if they could
all see the truth properly, they would see
alike; if they all comprehended the truth
correctly, they would be of one heart and
one mind so far as they comprehended.
But the very fact that those divisions
exist, proves that there is darkness in
the world. If the light of God was re-
vealed to six men in the same degree,
they would comprehend the principles
presented before them, the principles of
the Gospel, exactly in the same way; and
if six men can be united in comprehend-
ing truth exactly alike, six millions or
any number of men can be united so as
to see and comprehend the truth exactly
in the same way, and this was the ef-
fect of the Spirit of God, the Holy Ghost,
the Comforter, the Revealer, the spirit
of life and light, which God gave to His
people in the ancient Christian Church
when the Gospel came to them. They
were all divided when Jesus Christ came
into the world. There was a similar di-
versity of opinions and faith in regard
to God and His ways, to what there is
now, only not to so great an extent. Je-
sus came and showed the right way. He
was "the way, the truth, and the life."
He came to reveal His Father's will. He
made plain the way of life and truth,



