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decree having gone forth that this Gospel
of the Kingdom should be preached to all
nations, and then the end should come.

Many years have elapsed since this
message began to be communicated to
the sons of men; and we have become,
comparatively speaking, a great people.
A little one has indeed become a thou-
sand. We, who a few years ago were
only numbered by units and tens, now
are numbered by thousands and tens of
thousands, yea hundreds of thousands.
And the Priesthood is correspondingly
increasing in numbers and in ability to
labor, and acquiring means to carry on
the work of preaching the Gospel and
of gathering Israel. The labor before
us is not diminishing; it is extending
on every hand, and the Lord desires to
see the Elders of Israel in their various
quorums and organizations interested,
earnest and alive to their calling, anx-
ious to perform well and faithfully the
duties assigned them.

The Spirit of the Lord prompts from
time to time the calling and setting
apart of men to the work of the min-
istry, and sending them to different por-
tions of the globe. And inasmuch as
people feel earnest and anxious to do
good, to use the means that God blesses
them with in doing good, in sending the
Gospel to the nations, and in gather-
ing the elect of God—and as this feel-
ing prevails and increases among the
people generally—the Seventies and El-
ders, when they feel this spirit moving
upon them, should not wait, supinely
rest upon their oars, but be ready to
act. And here permit me to say that
that feeling which has to some extent
prevailed with some in time past, that
when men are named, either in Confer-
ence, or otherwise called on missions, to

indulge in such remarks as this, "I won-
der what he has been doing that he
should be sent upon a mission." Such a
spirit should not exist in the minds of
Latter-day Saints, as it is entirely for-
eign to those who call men to the min-
istry. Such a feeling is not worthy a man
called to preach the Gospel of the Son of
God. The qualifications of Elders that
are sought after, and that should recom-
mend a minister of the Gospel, should
be an earnest desire to do good, a will-
ingness to serve, a desire to know what
the Lord has for him to do, and a readi-
ness to at once engage in the under-
taking, using himself and his means, if
blessed with means, his talents or gifts
bestowed upon him by the Lord, with an
eye single to His honor and glory. And
men who are at home, ought to show
forth these qualities in their daily lives
and conduct, by attending their quorum
meetings and their ward meetings, and
their general Priesthood meetings, and
by improving every opportunity to learn
their duty, and to improve themselves
in their daily lives; by being prompt
in paying their tithing and in bring-
ing forth their offerings for the poor,
and their contributions for the build-
ing of Temples. It may not be those
who are loudest in their professions, but
those actually pursuing this course of
life. These are the men that will be use-
ful on the earth, and whom the Lord will
delight to own and bless in their labors
in the ministry. And it is desirable,
that in the various Stakes of Zion, where
quorums are organized, that the Presi-
dents of Stakes should encourage those
quorums, and the presiding officers of
the various quorums should endeavor to
gather together all who have received
the Priesthood, and see that they are


