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these, and assume such prerogatives and
powers as these, and say that their fel-
low men will be condemned by whole-
sale to eternal hell for not listening to
them, they certainly ought to have some
method of communicating with the Be-
ing they represent, and whose ministers
they profess to be, and they ought to
know more than other men—more than
common men at least—about the Being
who, they say, sends them as His min-
isters. But what are the facts? Here
is Brother Woodruff, who for the last
half century has been testifying, as he
has this afternoon in your hearing, with
all the energy of his soul—for he has
been a very zealous man all his days—
he has been testifying to all people to
whom he could get access, that God has
spoken from the heavens and restored
the plan of salvation in its ancient pu-
rity, and the Church as it was organized
upon the earth in the days of Jesus, with
the plenitude of its gifts and powers and
graces, and that this condition of things
now exists upon the earth, and that he
is a living witness of it; that God has
really revealed this to him, so that he
has become a witness through revelation
from God, of its truth. He has declared
this. Hundreds have made a similar dec-
laration, and hundreds are still testify-
ing concerning these things to the inhab-
itants of the earth. But Christendom
through some of its principal represen-
tatives says: "We don't believe a word
you say. We don't believe God has spo-
ken to you. We don't believe God has
given you any authority. We don't believe
your doctrine to be from God. We don't
believe that the church you have orga-
nized, and that you declare is the Church
of Christ, is the Church of Christ; and so
confident are we of this that we believe

that it would be justifiable for you to be
killed as a lot of impostors and danger-
ous men, and you ought to be broken
up. If it should be necessary to do this,
and it cannot be done any other way, we
would be willing to have armies resort
to violence and have bloodshed, rather
than such a dreadful heresy and such a
wicked system should be perpetuated on
the earth."

You turn to them—to these men who
profess to have the fate of their fellow
beings in their hands, whose efforts, as
they state, will send millions to heaven
and millions to hell—you ask these men
who profess to have such awful powers
as this—"By what authority do you make
these statements? Has God given you
any testimony that the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints is not the
true Church? Has God told you anything
about it?"

"Oh, no," they will say, "God has not
spoken to us. We do not believe He talks
to anybody. We believe he has stopped all
communication with man; that no living
man has heard His voice, or knows any-
thing about His mind and will."

Now, this is their testimony. You can-
not get any of them—at least I have
not, and I speak so far as my own per-
sonal knowledge goes to declare that God
has revealed to them either by the spirit
of prophecy or by the manifestations
of the Holy Ghost, that the doctrines
taught by the "Mormon" people are false,
or that the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints is not of God, and
yet, notwithstanding this, they take the
course that I now describe. Here on one
side is knowledge—at least it purports to
be knowledge. Here are men who say
they have actually received revelations
from God; that God has poured out the
Holy Ghost upon men and women; that


