18 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

in the Church; but their traditions and
their lack of understanding caused them
to believe that there was no such thing
as the resurrection. Paul, in his ar-
gument, made use of the following lan-
guage: "Else what shall they do which
are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise
not at all? why are they then baptized for
the dead?" Do you know why the ancient
Saints were baptized for the dead, and do
you know why Paul used this argument
when they were disputing this principle
of the resurrection? We do, for God has
revealed it. He says: "Why stand we in
jeopardy every hour? If after the man-
ner of men I have fought with beasts at
Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the
dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for
tomorrow we die." Now, don't you think
it would have been wise in Paul to have
taken the advice that some of our friends
pretend to give us? Don't you think it
would have been wise in Paul, when he
stood in jeopardy every day, to give up
those principles which rendered him so
unpopular among the people? The same
question is propounded to us today. Peo-
ple say, "Give up your religion; it is un-
popular; we don't like it, and we are fifty
millions strong. We want you to please
do as we do, say as we say, and be as we
are." But in order to make the thing not
quite so glaring—not quite so gross an
injustice—they say, "Will you please give
up your plural marriage and do as we do?
If you must have a plurality of women,
marry one and keep the others and raise
illegitimate children as we do." That is
the English of it. It may be distasteful
to tell so much truth in one afternoon;
but that is the English of it. I have trav-
eled in a few of the nations of the earth;
I have seen some of their finest cities;

and I have seen the effects of the work-
ings of what is termed high Christian
civilization.

But before referring to this allow me
to go back a little with regard to the pre-
tensions of Joseph Smith because this is
the "Mormon" problem; "it lies in a nut-
shell." Joseph Smith was a true Prophet
sent of God, or he was not. He held the
keys and powers of the Priesthood, or he
did not. These he conferred upon other
men in the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints before his death. Now,
those upon whom he conferred these
keys have the Apostleship, or they have
not; they have the authority of God, or
they have not; they hold the keys of the
Priesthood, or they do not; God our Eter-
nal Father, reveals His mind and will
from the heavens to His children in these
valleys of the Rocky Mountains, or He
does not. We testify He does.

Without quoting any more Scripture,
let us reason together a little while. Who
knew of the necessity of the Aaronic and
Melchizedek Priesthood? Joseph Smith
had a vision of the Father and the Son.
Who ever conceived of the necessity of
such a vision? There was an absence
of the knowledge of God. The world
by wisdom know not God. The being
that is worshipped by so-called Chris-
tianity, is a being without a body, parts
or passions. In order that He might
have a testator upon the earth, God re-
vealed Himself, so that we might under-
stand a little concerning the personality
of God; as it is written, we are created
in His image. Then the Book of Mor-
mon was brought forth. Jesus Christ de-
clared, "other sheep I have, which are
not of this fold." Those "other sheep"
had to be visited; and the Book of Mor-
mon gives us a history of Christ's visit



