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set in the Church firstly Apostles, then
Prophets, etc. Might I ask where the
revelation is that at any time set in
the Church firstly Popes, then Cardi-
nals, Archbishops, and Right Reverend
Fathers in God? Might I ask where the
revelation is authorizing the establish-
ment of the Episcopal Church? Might
I ask where the revelation is authoriz-
ing the alteration of the order of govern-
ment which God had set in the Church?
We are calmly told that these things are
done away with. Who says so? Men
whose business it is to try and prevent
people from thinking for themselves, and
to do the thinking for them. But as a re-
sponsible being I am bound to do my own
thinking; and when it comes to a ques-
tion of my eternal welfare, I take the lib-
erty to think for myself. I am told that
holy men of old wrote and spoke as they
were moved upon by the Holy Ghost, and
that the Scriptures were not to be un-
derstood by private interpretation. I be-
lieve as a child of God, that I have a
right to receive intelligence, for it was
predicted ages ago that God would give
to those who loved Him line upon line,
precept upon precept, here a little and
there a little, until they were perfected.
The object of the Apostleship was the ed-
ification of the Saints. Now, I can un-
derstand the value of this Apostleship.
Those who hold it are to be taught by the
revelations of God, and have authority
to call upon men everywhere to repent,
to believe in the living and true God, to
cease from their heresies, to cease from
their wickedness and abominations, to
lead perfect and pure lives, and to give
them the privilege of being baptized by
immersion for the remission of sins, and
to have hands laid upon them, that they
may receive the Holy Ghost. This, we are
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given to understand by the historians,
was the manner in which the Kingdom
of God was established in the days of the
Savior, and if it had remained upon the
earth there would have been a continua-
tion of the Apostleship.

When Jesus said, "It is finished," He
did not give us to understand that the
whole work was finished so far as we
were concerned as individuals; because
the last instructions that He gave to His
Apostles, as recorded by the historian
Mark, and which were given after His
crucifixion and resurrection were: "Go ye
into all the world, and preach the gospel
to every creature. He that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved; but he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned. And these
signs shall follow them that believe; In
my name they shall cast out devils; they
shall speak with new tongues; They shall
take up serpents; and if they drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them: they
shall lay hands on the sick, and they
shall recover." And we are told that the
Apostles went and preached this doc-
trine; called upon men everywhere to re-
pent of their sins, called upon them to
repent of their false modes and manner
of worship. They preached exclusive sal-
vation. They had the only way to be
saved. This was what rendered them so
unpopular. This is what renders us so
unpopular today. But if we preach the
same doctrine, if we have similar power,
if God has spoken from the heavens and
has declared to His children the neces-
sity of their repentance, and has chosen
men to hold the Priesthood, and go forth
to the nations of the earth; if this is the
case, where will the wicked and ungodly
be? I think, myself, it should be a mat-
ter of interest to all classes of people,
especially rulers, to make themselves



