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brethren and sisters, upon this hand-
ful of men and women here in these
mountains of Israel, say 150,000, out
of the fourteen hundred million people
that dwell on the earth; when I real-
ize the responsibility that God has laid
upon the Latter-day Saints, the respon-
sibility of building up this great kingdom
of our God, of proclaiming the princi-
ples of eternal life, light and truth to the
world; when I reflect upon these things I
ask myself the question, What manner
of men ought we to be? Our numbers
are small compared even with the inhab-
itants of this nation, not to speak of the
inhabitants of the world; yet, as I said
before I say again, the God of heaven
looks to the Latter-day Saints to carry on
His work.

Then let us be careful. Let us realize
our condition. Let us realize we are here
upon a mission. Let us realize that we
will be held responsible for the manner
in which we fill it. We should be willing
to sacrifice everything for the upbuild-
ing of the Kingdom of God. Any man
who will seek to save his life and desert
the principles of the Gospel, is not wor-
thy of eternal life. How many have laid
down their lives since the creation of the
world for the sake of the truth? Jesus
Himself descended below all things. He

descended, I believe, lower than any
other man will be called to descend. Are
we greater than Jesus? If we are called
upon today to lay down our lives, what of
it? Is it not as well to die for the Gospel's
sake as to die for anything else? A mil-
lion of men, a few years ago, sacrificed
their lives for the honor of this nation.
No matter what we may be called to pass
through, let us maintain our integrity
to God. Where is the man whose mind
has been lit up by the inspiration of God
to comprehend the celestial kingdom, or
the celestial law, or the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, who can bear the idea of pursu-
ing a course whereby he will be cut off
from inheriting the blessings for which
he has hoped in the future? No, I would
rather die a thousand deaths than be de-
prived of these blessings. We have a long
time to live when we get through here.
There is all eternity before us. It will
pay you, it will pay me—no matter what
comes, no matter what this nation may
do to oppress us—to be true and faithful
to our covenants, to our wives and chil-
dren, to our God and to our country; it
will pay us to be faithful to the end.

I pray God that this may be our lot,
that we may be true and faithful unto
death, and inherit eternal life, for Jesus'
sake. Amen.


