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began to dawn upon the minds of at
least a few individuals, who believed
Joseph's testimony concerning these be-
ings. When I see our sisters and our
brethren buying pictures of the sort
to which I have alluded—pictures in
which are angels having wings—a sort of
hermaphrodite beings, or worse—I won-
der that they would hang such things on
their walls, and then allow this false con-
ception to be perpetuated in the minds
of little children concerning the charac-
ter of these heavenly beings. I think it is
just as wrong to represent an idea falsely
by a picture, as it is to teach it falsely
by words, because an impression is made
on the mind by either means. Pictures
of that kind should not be patronized by
our people. Our children should not be
allowed to come to conclusions upon such
false representations.

Is it to be wondered at, my brethren
and sisters, that after so many ages of
darkness and unbelief, so many ages
of ignorance concerning God, concern-
ing his true character, concerning heav-
enly beings, that the whole world should
have gone astray concerning the Gospel
of Christ and the gifts of that Gospel
and the nature of heaven and the fu-
ture state of existence? Is it to be won-
dered at that the whole world should
have gone astray concerning all these
things, when they were so much astray
concerning God Himself, concerning an-
gels, and concerning other heavenly
things? Is it any wonder that we
have difficulty in preaching the Gospel,
and in reaching the hearts of the peo-
ple, when we consider that they are
the inheritors of those false traditions
that have come down intensified and
strengthened by the ages of transmis-
sion, coming through one age to another,
until they have reached the present

time? It is not to be wondered at that the
Latter-day Saints themselves have so lit-
tle faith concerning these things, when
we recollect the pit from whence they
have been dug, and the rock whence they
have been hewn. Well might the Sav-
ior ask, if He should find faith on earth,
when He should come again? In look-
ing down through the ages that would
succeed His own, He saw the terrible
condition of ignorance that would pre-
vail upon the earth. Why, this so-called
Christian world is as far from God, as
any heathens that ever lived upon the
face of the earth. Yea, they are worse
than the heathen, because they think
that they are in the full light of the
Gospel, and that heavenly rays are shin-
ing upon them, when in reality they are
sitting in the deepest darkness and are
surrounded by clouds of ignorance that
are impenetrable to them. How can
men know anything about God, when
He never speaks to them? How can
men find out whether there is any rev-
elation from heaven, when no revela-
tion comes from that source? How can
men find out about the future, if no one
comes to tell them what the future is?
It would be impossible for them to do
it. It requires knowledge from God, con-
cerning Himself; it requires knowledge
concerning angels, it requires knowl-
edge concerning eternity, to give men
proper conceptions about these things.
Hence it was that Joseph Smith, hav-
ing had these visions opened to his mind,
moved like a being from another sphere,
among the children of men. God had
opened his mind and revealed to him
heavenly things. He saw them in their
true light; he knew about them; and
when he talked to men he was in their
midst like a being from another world.
That which he told them appeared, in


