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others of those refined adjuncts of civi-
lization, and if these will not do, then
they take to shooting—a practice which
has been resorted to in different places
not so very long ago, against our Elders.
Why do they do this? Because, say they,
we preach false doctrine, and they rec-
ommend that the musket and the bayo-
net be brought to bear upon us. What
a strange argument against truth! Yet
these are things that are sought to be
crowded upon us because of our religious
faith.

As I have already inquired, what
shall we do? Do as they do? Oh, no!
They talk about our corruption. Let
me ask you who introduced prostitution
here in our midst? Has it been done by
this people—the Latter-day Saints? No;
for a man or a woman guilty of any-
thing of that kind is immediately sev-
ered from the Church. You know they
are. Who, then, introduced prostitu-
tion? Our Christian civilizers. Who
maintains prostitution here? Our Chris-
tian civilizers. That is a fact. And
they are making some headway in this
Stake, I am told in regard to billiards,
etc. Let me ask, who introduced bil-
liard halls, and gambling hells in our
midst? Our Christian civilizers. Have
any of our people done so? If they have,
I say to you Bishops, cut them off from
the Church. Who maintain these in-
stitutions here by law? Our Christian
civilizers—Christian judges, associated
with Christian churches—crowd them
upon us and we cannot get rid of them
without violating law. That is the posi-
tion we are in today. Do we want much
more of that civilization? I think not.
Who sustain drunkenness and saloons in
our midst? Our Christian civilizers. How
many saloons have we in Salt Lake City?
[President Joseph Smith: Forty-five.]

Forty-five rum shops in Salt Lake City!
Who sells this rum and keeps these es-
tablishments? Our Christian civilizers.
And who patronizes these places? Some-
times some of our own people thus dis-
grace themselves—who ought to hide
their heads in shame to be found mixed
up with and taking part in these corrupt-
ing and damning influences. Can't you
Latter-day Saints let such things alone?
Oh for shame! For shame! Have we any
people engaged in this degrading busi-
ness that we know of? [President Joseph
F. Smith: In Salt Lake City two, who
profess to be Latter-day Saints.] They
ought to be cut off from the Church. Any
man who will deal in that liquid damna-
tion ought to be cut off from the Church.
They don't belong here. A saloon is not
one of the institutions of Zion. It is one
of the institutions of modern Christian-
ity. Shall we join hand and glove with
them? No, we can't do it. Do we hate
them? I don't. If they were hungry I
would feed them; if they were naked I
would clothe them; if they were sick I
would administer to them; that would be
my feeling; but I say, my soul, enter not
thou into their secrets, and mine honor
with them be not thou united. That is
what I say; and while I would treat them
aright, and treat them kindly, yet I don't
want them to teach my children; I don't
want them in my house or to be asso-
ciated with them. What, with no out-
siders? Yes. There are thousands of hon-
orable men, tens of thousands and mil-
lions of them in the United States and
all over the world. It is not honorable
men who engage in the things that we
are talking of; but a bastard Christianity,
which, in its present methods towards us
is a system of hypocrisy and falsehood.


