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at this time I do not feel to occupy your
time any longer.

I pray that an earnest spirit of im-
provement and purification among par-
ents, among children, among house-
holds, among members of Wards and
Stakes, may take possession of the pre-
siding authorities of the laboring Priest-
hood, and that they may put away iniq-
uity, and all manner of unrighteousness,
and become more and more acceptable
in the sight of the Lord. Then we shall
be more and more ready to do anything
that the Lord would have us do in the
interests of His Kingdom. We must re-
member that the strength of the Lord's
people does not consist in their numbers;
for times have been, and may be again,
when they that are with us may be too
many. It will be found—if you search
carefully among us as a people—that you
are carrying a great many people and
their sins, and if you don't shake them
off they will lead you down, you will
be partakers of their sins, and you will
have to answer for them. It is necessary
that the Bishops—more especially those
who have not had experience—learn cor-
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rect principles of government—how to
build up their Wards in righteousness
and in the power of God. And this feel-
ing and influence should be carried into
every habitation of the Saints; because
where there is righteousness and faith
there is the favor and blessing of God;
and when the sick are among you and
you have this faith, you can call down
the blessings of God upon them, and if
you don't, and remain careless, then you
will find that you have not the power to
take hold of and receive those blessings.
We want so to live day by day, that what-
ever affliction may overtake us, we may
be prepared for the worst as well as for
the best.

May the Lord help us to draw near
unto Him, nearer than we have ever
done before; that we may be able to go
into His presence and realize the associ-
ation of angels, and that we may realize
all those blessings which He has in His
hands ready to bestow upon us as fast as
we will put ourselves in a position to re-
ceive them; this is my prayer and desire
and labor in the name of the Lord Jesus.
Amen.



