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have not got any religion than I would
to a people who have got a great deal of
religion. You take the Catholic world.
What impression can the truths of the
Gospel make upon them as a people?
Scarcely any impression at all. Why? Be-
cause they are satisfied with what they
have got, which we know is an error, and
which is not calculated to stem the tide of
wickedness and corruption which floods
the world. It never will convert the world
to God or His Kingdom, or convey knowl-
edge of God unto the children of men,
and it is life eternal to know Him, the
living and true God. The Christianity
of the period will never make the peo-
ple acquainted with God in the world.
It will never bring them to eternal life
as spoken of in the Scriptures. It is
an utter impossibility. In the first place
they do not know anything about God,
and in the second place, they apparently
don't want to know anything about Him.
They have reared a superstructure in the
earth which is false. It is and has been a
tremendous imposition to the children of
men. Some have come out of it, to a cer-
tain extent, seeing its incongruity, and
yet they have floundered in the dark, not
knowing what was right; not having that
knowledge of God which is necessary to
obtain eternal life, they have been tossed
to and fro and carried about by every
wind of doctrine, without being able to
find the truth. Many who have thus been
foundering are honest people; but the
so-called system of Christianity is not
only an error and a snare, but is a mon-
strous iniquity fastened upon the chil-
dren of men throughout the earth. No
wonder that people become infidel. The
inconsistent and incongruous nature of
the system is enough to make any being

who reasons infidel. It was time the
truth should be revealed; it was time
for the Lord to restore the everlasting
Gospel, for men were blind. Darkness
covered the earth, even gross darkness
the minds of the people in regard to re-
ligious subjects. Perhaps a darker time
was never known since the earth began
its revolutions around the sun. From
what I have read and from what expe-
rience I have had in life, and the intel-
ligence I possess, I make bold to give
my testimony that the darkest period the
world ever saw was when this work first
commenced, when it was made known
from heaven to Joseph Smith. It was no
darker here, perhaps, than in any other
part of the world; but it was just as dark
in Christian countries as in any Pagan
country, so far as true religion and the
light of heaven were concerned.

Well, now, this light has broken forth,
and it is extending its rays further and
further, and will continue to do so. I
have seen it between 35 and 40 years
myself, constantly extending, and I re-
joice in it. I rejoice in this work. It
is just as sweet to me today as it ever
was. From the time I first heard the
principles of the Holy Gospel drop from
the lips of Joseph Smith, the inspired
Prophet of God, the great Prophet of the
last days—I say it is just as sweet to
me today as it was then. I can see a
great growth. I am a better man—I will
speak of myself—through the influence
of "Mormonism," than I was before I re-
ceived it. You, too, are better men and
better women today, as a general thing,
than you were before you received it.
Take this people as a whole, I am happy
in believing that the great majority are
for God and His Kingdom, and are de-
sirous to walk in the ways of truth and of


