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business to intervene—to work for God
and His Kingdom. I esteem it a privilege
and an honor to do so. "Well," says one,
"Don't it bring you into difficulties? Have
you not a great many things to encounter
that you otherwise would not have to en-
counter? Is it not a hard road to travel?"
I do not know that it is. I believe the
Latter-day Saints enjoy themselves bet-
ter on an average in the things of this
world than any other people with whom
I am acquainted. If nobody but Latter-
day Saints had difficulties to encounter
in this life, then people might talk.

I don't often say anything in re-
gard to plural marriage; but there has
been a great deal said about the mis-
ery of women in that order. Well, if in
monogamy women do not have any trou-
ble, if it were all serene in that order of
marriage—no cause of difference of feel-
ing or of jealousy—then there might be
some cause for this hue and cry. People
imagine, you know, that in a man's fam-
ily where there are several wives, they
must be very jealous of one another—
that they must tear each other's hair
and all that kind of thing. Well, as I
have said, if there was never any jeal-
ousy, or any feelings of unhappiness in
monogamic families, then they might
say something. I have had a little ex-
perience both ways, and though not a
woman, yet I am bold to bear my tes-
timony that there is more happiness in
the number of families living in plural
marriage, than there is in an equal num-
ber of families in the other condition.
And I speak from my own experience
in regard to these matters. I think I
lived as happily in monogamy as any-
body, and I think, too, that I live as hap-
pily in plural marriage as anybody else.

I would like to have people realize
that there is more happiness in doing
right and in keeping the commandments
of God than is afforded by the allure-
ments offered in the world or by the
world that are of an opposite character.
It is very true a great many things that
are counted sins are not sins. I do not be-
lieve that it is worth our while to make
sin of that which is no sin. There are
a great many things counted sins in the
Christian world that are not sins at all.
Why, there was a great big devil in a very
small fiddle, in the estimation of many
people where I was born and brought up.
I was taught to believe that a man would
surely go to hell that would attend a ball
or theater. It was thought sinful to do
that. Well, I do not know but it is a sin to
those who make it so—to those who in-
dulge in sin. And so with a great many
other things that are counted sins, that
are not sins in and of themselves, only
as they are made so by the hallucina-
tions and foolish notions of men. Pas-
time is right and proper. There is no
sin in it, only as we make it so. But we
should have our pastimes without sin.
We should have enjoyment, and there
is nothing that is worth having that is
precluded by the articles of our faith as
Latter-day Saints. I do not know of a sin-
gle enjoyment; I do not know of a sin-
gle thing that is a blessing in reality,
or that will afford any real or true en-
joyment to the human mind, but what
comes within the purview of the Gospel.
I believe that all enjoyments and bless-
ings come from God. The adversary, it
is true, sometimes perverts these things,
and people think that they can have a lit-
tle enjoyment in some of their excesses.
It may bring a little enjoyment for the
time being, but it soon passes away,


