
312 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

not prohibit them from selling liquor.
That is the way the law can be twisted,
and that is the way it has been twisted
over and over again, even in favor of li-
centiousness. We would have no houses
of ill fame if we had our way; but the
courts have ruled in their favor, as well
as in the favor of liquor dealers. That is
the position we are in.

Well, if there is any bondage here, if
there is any coercion here, if we do not
have the power of local self-government,
which as free men we have the right to
enjoy; if we are not in the exercise of
every natural right, and every privilege
that people should enjoy under the Con-
stitution and laws of this free country,
it is not the fault of the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints, it is not
the fault of this people. In our Church
there is liberty for all, and there is lib-
erty within our borders for those who do
not belong to our Church, those who do
not believe as we believe, who do not
see as we see. We do not try to coerce
them in the least degree. They can build
their chapels, churches and schools un-
molested. They may worship an image if
they like, or a white dog, and they may
do without worship at all, and we will
never infringe upon their rights. Liberty
is a part of our creed—liberty to all, lib-
erty to every nation, kindred, tongue and
people. It is part of our faith that ev-
ery individual has a perfect right to wor-
ship God according to the dictates of his
or her conscience. We claim that right,
and we are going to stand up for it, qui-
etly but firmly, by the help of God, and
we expect to conquer some day. We can
wait; we can bide our time; we can suf-
fer; we have suffered over and over and
over again. We have learned to be pa-
tient under wrong; we have learned to

submit to all kinds of indignities. Our
Elders who have been sent out to
preach the Gospel have been abused,
derided, afflicted and tormented, some
beaten with stripes, sometimes tarred
and feathered, and some of them have
laid down their lives for the truth. But
we have learned to endure with patience,
and to take it as the lot that must fall
to us as the followers of the meek and
lowly Jesus. Nevertheless, we are men
and women, and we hope someday, to
be able to show to the nation and to the
world, that we are law-abiding men and
women, men and women desiring to do
right, to serve God, and to keep every
wholesome and constitutional law of the
land; that we are willing not only to labor
for our own rights, but for the rights of
others; that we will contend inch by inch
for those rights under the constitution
of our country, and in the spirit of the
Gospel, this perfect law of liberty which
God has revealed to us. Our influence
and power will extend. Our unity will
extend and become a great power; we
will contend for liberty to all, liberty to
every man and every woman under the
canopy of heaven. That is our doctrine
and creed. God gave to man his agency
in the beginning. We have the liberty
of choosing for ourselves. We have come
into this Church of our own free will and
choice, because we believed its princi-
ples. I can speak this for myself. I came
into this Church because I believed what
was taught to me in my boyhood's days,
and left my home for the Gospel's sake. I
came into this Church because I believed
its principles to be true and according to
the Scriptures, which my mother taught
me, in my infancy, contained the word
of God. I investigated the principles of
this Church thorough]y, and became con-


