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they had not done. It was very mag-
nanimous, was it not? President Young
was governor of the Territory, and the
first he heard about this army was that
there was an armed mob coming out to
Utah, that they boasted they were going
to hang the leaders of this Church upon
the trees in the mountains, and to take
their wives and do as they pleased with
them. Well, they did not get here quite as
soon as they expected, because some of
our brethren went into the mountains to
delay the matter for a little while, until
it could be investigated. But after a time
the troops marched through the city and
camped at a place which is now known
as Camp Floyd. Before the army reached
here, the people had been instructed that
the best thing to do was to leave the city
and to move south, and to make prepara-
tions, if necessary, to destroy their pos-
sessions, that they might not fall into
the hands of our enemies as they had
done before; for this people called Latter-
day Saints, had been driven five times
from their homes because of their re-
ligion; not for polygamy, because when
they were thus driven, except in the case
of Nauvoo, plurality of wives was not a
part of their creed. The revelation on
plural marriage was given in Nauvoo,
July, 1843; hence the mobbings, drivings
and plunderings to which they had been
subjected before that time were inflicted
upon them before they claimed to believe
in that doctrine. As I have said, they
were driven five times from their homes.
Many of them were slaughtered; some of
their wives were violated; little children
were butchered; houses were burned;
stock shot down; standing grain was de-
stroyed; and the Saints were driven from
their homes because of their faith. Well,

they made preparations when they left
this place, to set fire to it, and burn the
whole thing, and the people moved south
in a body. That was unity, was it not?
What was the cause of such unity? Presi-
dent Young gave the word, and they were
ready to respond. But they were not
obliged to do so. They could have stayed
in the city if they chose. There was
an army coming. They could have been
protected by the army: but they made
preparation to set fire to their property,
and went forth in a body. How did they
come to act in that kind of way? Be-
cause they were all moved upon by one
common impulse. The spirit that was
in the head, was in the body, just as it
is with a healthy man. When the head
dictates, the whole body responds, to the
very extremities, the feet and hands and
every part; the whole body thrills with
the influence that comes from the head.
That is how it was in the Church. The
head spoke and the whole body feeling
the same spirit, responded.

Now, there is just the same unity in
our political matters. They are managed
as in other parts of the country. The peo-
ple hold their primaries or caucuses in
the different precincts, and select men
to act as delegates to the County Con-
vention. Or, if Territorial offices are
to be filled, the people select delegates
to the Territorial Convention, and when
these men meet they take into consid-
eration what shall be for the best in-
terests of the people, and who will be
the most likely men to fill the offices
vacant, and when that Territorial Con-
vention makes up a ticket, the people
are ready to accept it. If that ticket
should not happen to have upon it one
or two names that they would like to
see there, they forego their private opin-


