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dure, let me inquire what was the re-
sult? What followed the proclamation
that we should not do military duty as
a people, or protect ourselves even from
the surrounding savages? Immediately
when this occurred, it seemed as if the
very heavens were moved in our behalf,
all the tribes around us became divested,
seemingly, of what hostility they had
possessed, and ever since that occurred,
we have had the most substantial peace
and quiet all around us, among the na-
tives. How kind of Providence, it was, to
so completely remove the enmity of the
natives, when this circumstance tran-
spired. We are relieved from the un-
pleasant tax of military duty, and even
our adversaries are made to be at peace
with us. What a logic of fact, for a con-
tentious world to read.

During the past year, the great ef-
forts that have been made, have seemed
to prove abortive; special efforts and
measures have appeared to miscarry;
and we have had a law right from the
Capitol, that seemed as if it must tell
on the "Mormons." A class of our peo-
ple have been temporally divested of
the right of suffrage; men and women,
who may have violated some law, and
many who have never violated any law
of Congress, have been deprived of their
political rights. But with all this we
still seem to live and thrive and pros-
per faster than we have ever done be-
fore. The very step itself, will prove a
great blessing to this people by sepa-
rating a portion of those who have not
the highest respect and veneration for
all the Laws of God, and enable those
who have, to be the wiser counselors and
more efficient aids in advancing the in-
terests of the kingdom in the hands of
those who may be more acceptable in the
eyes of government to wield administra-

tion here locally.
But it is a singular fact, a singu-

lar circumstance, that a man should
come here from the heart of the nation—
clothed, as was supposed, with every
qualification to be a Governor of Utah—
should act as he has acted. He had
been through the army in the late rebel-
lion. He was a man capable, as was sup-
posed, of understanding what was right
and proper, as between the nation and
any other part of the country that might
seem to feel in any wise oppressed or
limited, and who would administer con-
stitutional rights and executive powers
with ability and with skill. He came
here clothed with the supreme beauty of
the State from whence he came. This
man by his excessive propensity for fig-
ures, as we all know, made some very
strange calculations; and then when one
thing didn't work, another seemed to,
until our representative in Congress was
removed. But by and by we are blessed
with another one in Congress to repre-
sent us there. And in a short time we
found that, with the special effort that
was being made in Washington in our be-
half, such a shadow of doubt was cast
over a certain portion of the law, enti-
tled the Hoar amendment, when it was
thought advisable by the Governor to ex-
ecute some three hundred commissions,
more or less, to men whom he appointed
to fill supposed vacancies in this Ter-
ritory, which if carried out would have
turned over the local authority of the
Territory into the hands of the avowed
enemies of this people, but the supposed
vacancies did not exist and the offices
continued in the hands of the incum-
bents. After all the election was held
during the past season when these of-
fices were filled by the people's candi-
dates. We have occasion again to rejoice


