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have done in the past, often acquires
great influence with the power of God
resting upon him, and through the con-
fidence that power has inspired in the
midst of the Saints, I can understand
that men have taken advantage of that
influence, and have abused the trust of
the people, and have done wrong, and
have lessened their influence with God,
and with man, and have caused the
Spirit of God by that action to be with-
drawn from them. There are many such
cases to which I could point you, if it
were necessary this morning. No man,
however, has done that in this Church
without losing that power which God
gave unto him, and there are men who
have apostatized from this Church who
brought on that apostasy because of such
conduct as I allude to. They were not
warranted in doing what they did. They
exceeded the bounds of their Priesthood,
and in doing so they committed sin. But
there is an authority in the Church to
whom God has given the right to coun-
sel in the affairs of the children of men
in regard to temporal affairs. When
Joseph Smith lived upon the earth it was
his prerogative to do that. He stood as
God's ambassador—not clothed with the
attributes of God, for He was a mor-
tal man; but he stood as the represen-
tative of God upon the earth, holding
the keys of the kingdom of God upon
the earth, with the power to bind on
earth and it should be bound in heaven.
He occupied that position when he lived,
and on his departure another took his
place upon the earth and stood in pre-
cisely the same capacity to us as a peo-
ple that Joseph Smith did. That was
Brigham Young. When he passed away
another stepped forward and took the
same position, and holds the same keys

and exercises the same authority and
stands precisely in the same position to
us that the Prophet Joseph did, or that
the Prophet Brigham did, when he lived
upon the earth. Now, was not Joseph
Smith a mortal man? Yes. A fallible
man? Yes. Had he not weaknesses? Yes,
he acknowledged them himself, and did
not fail to put the revelations on record
in this book [the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants] wherein God reproved him.
His weaknesses were not concealed from
the people. He was willing that peo-
ple should know that he was mortal,
and had failings. And so with Brigham
Young. Was not he a mortal man, a man
who had weaknesses? He was not a God.
He was not an immortal being. He was
not infallible. No, he was fallible. And
yet when he spoke by the power of God, it
was the word of God to this people. When
he sealed a man up to eternal life, he be-
stowed upon him the blessings pertain-
ing to eternity, and to the Godhead, or
when he delegated others to do it in his
stead, God in the eternal world recorded
the act; the blessings that were sealed
upon that man or that woman, they were
sealed to be binding in this life, and in
that life which is to come; they became
part of the records of eternity, and would
be fulfilled to the very letter upon the
heads of those upon whom they were
pronounced, provided they were faith-
ful before God, and fulfilled their part of
the covenant. There is no doubt about
it. And so it is today. There is but
one man (as you have often heard), at a
time on the earth, who holds this author-
ity. There maybe others who have this
authority also; and I thank God there
are many who hold this authority—
that is the authority of the Apostle-
ship; but they hold it subordinate to the


