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not want to try to drag such men in.
We have no right to tamper with these
things. God expects us to begin to walk
up to the line, and to perform the several
duties that devolve upon us. We must
honor our God, and purge the Church
from unrighteousness. I have had cases
come before me in regard to adultery.
There is a law in relation to that—that
is, when they have not entered into the
new and everlasting covenant, and taken
upon themselves obligations associated
with the celestial law—that if a man
commits adultery he shall make an ac-
knowledgement of it before the Church—
that is, if it is his first offense, and he
has not sinned in this wise before. If it
is his first offense, and he repents, he
shall be forgiven, but if he does it a sec-
ond time he shall be cast out. But when
we come to other things—things that are
more serious—when men have entered
into covenants associated with the celes-
tial law and taken upon themselves obli-
gations pertaining thereto, it is a differ-
ent matter. I will read a little from the
revelation:

"And as ye have asked concerning
adultery, verily, verily, I say unto you,
if a man receive a wife in the new
and everlasting covenant, and if she be
with another man, and I have not ap-
pointed unto her by the holy anointing,
she hath committed adultery and shall
be destroyed.

"If she be not in the new and everlast-
ing covenant, and she be with another
man, she has committed adultery. * * *

"And again, as pertaining to the
law of the priesthood—if any man
espouse a virgin, and desire to es-
pouse another, and the first give
her consent, and if he espouse the
second, and they are virgins, and

have vowed to no other man, then is
he justified; he cannot commit adultery
for they are given unto him; for he can-
not commit adultery with that that be-
longeth unto him and to no one else.

"And if he have ten virgins given unto
him by this law, he cannot commit adul-
tery, for they belong to him, and they are
given unto him; therefore is he justified.

"But if one or either of the ten virgins,
after she is espoused, shall be with an-
other man, she has committed adultery,
and shall be destroyed."

Here is a principle—and the same
principle applies to the man—that if a
man commits adultery, he also shall be
destroyed. Can I change that? I did
not make the law. Have I the right to
change it? "But," says one, "does it not
say that what you shall bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven, and what you
shall loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven?" Yes; but I have to know if it
is the mind and will of God that it shall
be so. The law says, "they shall be de-
stroyed." What else? "And shall be de-
livered unto the buffetings of Satan unto
the day of redemption." That is the law.
Can I change it? Can you? I speak
now to Presidents of Stakes and Bish-
ops. We are told that we are not to
be partakers of other men's sins. Now,
you send men with recommends to me
to have me pass upon them. I trust
to you. I suppose you are acquainted
with these things. I suppose you act
intelligently and understandingly. But
if people do not fulfill the requirements
of the Gospel, you have no right to rec-
ommend them to the house of the Lord.
They do not belong there. People who
do not observe the laws of the Gospel
and live their religion, should not receive


