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unto him out of heaven and said, "Lay
not thine hand upon the lad, neither do
thou anything unto him: for now I know
that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast
not withheld thy son, thine only son from
me. And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and
looked, and behold behind him a ram
caught in a thicket by his horns: and
Abraham went and took the ram, and of-
fered him up for a burnt offering in the
stead of his son." And the Lord said, "Be-
cause thou hast done this thing, and hast
not withheld thy son, thine only son:
That in blessing I will bless thee, and in
multiplying I will multiply thy seed as
the stars of the heaven, and as the sand
which is upon the seashore; And in thy
seed shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed."

I speak of these things to show how
men are to be tried. I heard Joseph
Smith say—and I presume Brother Snow
heard him also—in preaching to the
Twelve in Nauvoo, that the Lord would
get hold of their heart strings and
wrench them, and that they would have
to be tried as Abraham was tried. Well,
some of the Twelve could not stand it.
They faltered and fell by the way. It
was not everybody that could stand what
Abraham stood. And Joseph said that if
God had known any other way whereby
he could have touched Abraham's feel-
ings more acutely and more keenly he
would have done so. It was not only
his parental feelings that were touched.
There was something else besides. He
had the promise that in him and in
his seed all the nations of the earth
should be blessed; that his seed should
be multiplied as the stars of the heaven
and as the sand upon the seashore.
He had looked forward through the
vista of future ages and seen, by the
spirit of revelation, myriads of his
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people rise up through whom God would
convey intelligence, light and salvation
to a world. But in being called upon
to sacrifice his son it seemed as though
all his prospects pertaining to posterity
were to come to naught. But he had faith
in God, and he fulfilled the thing that
was required of him. Yet we cannot con-
ceive of anything that could be more try-
ing and more perplexing than the posi-
tion in which he was placed.

Now, although I have said consider-
able in regard to Abraham, yet I will
say a word or two more. God said that
in his seed should all the nations of the
earth be blessed. Who was Isaac, and
who was Jacob? Heirs with him to the
same promise. Who was Moses? A man
that was raised up to lead the children
of Israel out of Egypt. Who was he?
A descendant of Abraham. Who were
the Prophets from whom we receive the
Bible? The seed of Abraham. Who were
the prophets from whom we received this
Book of Mormon? They were the seed
of Abraham. Who was Jesus, the Medi-
ator of the new covenant? Of the seed
of Abraham. Who were the Apostles?
Of the seed of Abraham. Who were the
people that came to this continent? The
seed of Abraham. Who were the Apos-
tles that were raised up here? They were
the seed of Abraham. Who was Joseph
Smith, the Prophet of God, raised up in
these last days? He was a descendant
of Joseph, the son of Jacob, and his fa-
ther's name was Joseph, as had been an-
ciently prophesied should be the case,
when the work he should perform was
being referred to. Who are this people?
A great many are of the seed of Abra-
ham. And what is God doing with us?
Has He raised us up to injure mankind?
No. For what are the Twelve Apostles



