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was enabled to obtain a knowledge of
many things that others were ignorant
of. I think the meaning of the name of
this instrument is Light and Perfection,
in other terms, communicating light per-
fectly, and intelligence perfectly, through
a principle that God has ordained for
that purpose. Did Abraham stop there?
No; he did not rest until he could com-
municate with God Himself. Jesus says:
"Blessed are the pure in heart: for they
shall see God." The Lord appeared to
Abraham, and told him many things.
And in proportion to the blessings which
He conferred upon him, the Lord exacted
from Abraham strict obedience to His
law, to His word, and to His will, and
He tried him to the uttermost. He gave
unto him a son. Sarah laughed at the
idea when the Lord told her she would
have a son. At her time of life—she
was 90 years old—it did look a little odd.
The Lord asked her what she laughed at.
She denied that she had laughed, but He
said, "Nay, but thou didst laugh." There
were to be certain blessings associated
with this son. The Lord also told Abra-
ham that He would bless him exceed-
ingly, and make him a great man upon
the earth. Finally, this son was born. But
there came, after a time, a time of trial of
Abraham's faith. In substance the Lord
said to him: "Now, Abraham, take thy
son Isaac. You received him from me,"
the same as we all do, if we could un-
derstand it, but we do not—he was a son
of promise—a great many people are not
sons of promise, but still are no less the
children of God, for God is the God and
father of the spirits of all flesh—"Take
thy son and offer him up as a sacrifice."
"What!" said Abraham. No; I do not be-
lieve that He said that; but I will suppose

what He might have said: "Why, Lord,
did you not tell me that you would es-
tablish your covenant with Isaac, for
an everlasting covenant, and with his
seed after him, and that I should be-
come a great and mighty nation, and
that all the nations of the earth would
be blessed in me?" "Yes." "And now you
tell me to offer my promised son as a sac-
rifice? What are you going to do about
it?" "You have got to obey me, that is
all." Abraham did not begin to question
the Lord if He could find a precedent
for such a thing in the Scriptures, or
whether such a thing had ever taken
place anywhere else. No; he proceeded
to carry out the commandment of the
Lord. I fancy I can see Abraham un-
dergoing this trial. I wonder what his
feelings were. What would your feelings
be if you were commanded to sacrifice
your promised son? Well, Abraham took
his son into the mountain. They built
an altar. And finally Isaac said to his
father: "Behold the fire and the wood:
but where is the lamb for a burnt of-
fering?" What would you have thought
if you had been in Abraham's place?
Yet Abraham was a righteous man and
sought after righteousness, sought after
God, and God had talked with him, and
blessed him in a very remarkable man-
ner, and given him a son where there
was no prospect naturally of his wife
Sarah having one. How would you have
felt, you fathers here, if you had been
placed in the same position? But Abra-
ham nerved himself up and said: "My
son, God will provide himself a lamb for
a burnt offering—thou thyself art that
lamb!" He thereupon bound Isaac, and
laid him on the altar. He lifted the
knife, and was about to strike the fatal
blow, when the angel of the Lord called


