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adopted remains to be seen. Our ene-
mies are tireless in their efforts. They
will not give up this contest, they will
not vacate the field, they will not con-
sent to our living in peace, but they will
continue their efforts, they will continue
their attacks upon us. There is this ad-
vantage, however, that we always have—
we have always had it in the past, we
shall have it doubtless in the future—
that the lies that are told concerning us
are believed by our enemies, and accept-
ing these as true, they frame their mea-
sures against us upon that basis; and
that being the fact they always fail, be-
cause they do not have a true conception
of the actual condition of affairs. Hence,
if there were no other cause, that of itself
is sufficient to foil them in their expec-
tations. They are deceived concerning
us by the many falsehoods that are told;
but, as I say, they accept these as true
and frame their measures upon these
misconceptions and the result is always
disappointment, and it always will be.

There is this that I am thankful for,
connected with this whole affair. There
was a time when the efforts of those
who were arrayed against the work of
God, were confined to a limited circle
or sphere. In the beginning it was a
neighborhood, and gradually extended
until townships took the matter in hand,
and from townships it extended to coun-
ties, and from counties to States, and
we were told as long ago as I can rec-
ollect, and it has been declared from
the beginning that it would be the case,
that as this work grew, so opposition
should grow against it, enlarging its cir-
cle, extending its influence in proportion
to the work of God, until, we were told,
States would array themselves against
this work. We have seen that fulfilled.

We came here, not because the United
States had taken steps against us, but
because Illinois and Missouri had ex-
pelled us from their borders, and we
could secure no redress for the wrongs
that had been inflicted upon us. But we
were told that after a while the United
States itself should oppose the work of
God, and in a national capacity enact
measures against it, and that then it
would not be confined to that alone, but
that all the nations of the earth, sooner
or later, would array themselves against
the work of God. I am thankful that
there is this testimony given unto us
concerning the growth of this work. It
is no longer a county, it is no longer a
State, but it assumes now national pro-
portions. The nation itself, under the
influence of bad men, of unwise legis-
lators, under the pressure of priestcraft
which is brought to bear from all quar-
ters of the land upon the Congress of the
United States—in consequence of this
influence we have now the Edmunds law
following the Poland law, and it follow-
ing the law of 1862, and probably to be
followed by other measures of an equally
proscriptive character, if the majority in
Congress can be secured to pass such
laws. God, however, will hold our ene-
mies in check, and will restrain them,
and will not suffer them to go beyond
certain limits; so that we shall not be
overwhelmed, but that we shall have the
strength necessary to withstand the as-
saults that are made upon us or shall
be made upon us. It is a wise dis-
pensation of His providence that this
should be the case, because if it were
not so, with the power that is arrayed
against us, we should be overwhelmed.
God, however, tempers these matters
according to our strength and ability
to bear them or to withstand them,


