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and which materially affected the polit-
ical status of other counties surround-
ing. We grew from a handful to an
armful, and then the rage of the en-
emy was again stirred up until they fi-
nally succeeded in taking the lives of the
servants of God, Joseph Smith and his
brother Hyrum. At this they rejoiced
and congratulated each other, and con-
cluded that they had done a good thing.
"Mormonism" would now cease to trou-
ble the world? But again they had reck-
oned without their host. Again they
had based their calculations upon false
premises. They had not considered the
power connected with this work. They
had not contemplated the nature of the
power of God. From Nauvoo we were
thrust out into the wilderness, but we
sought out and located in Utah by the
guidance of the Almighty. As Brother
George A. Smith used to say, "We came
willingly because we were obliged to." We
had no other place to go to. But so far
as accomplishing the object they had in
view—the destruction of "Mormonism"—
we know that they failed. From a city
we have grown to a Territory in the
United States, and we have been able to
honestly control the Territorial govern-
ment despite the desires, the cunning,
the craftiness, and all the fraudulent ef-
forts of our enemies.

Now, if it was difficult for the world to
deal with the question of "Mormonism"
in 1838, it was still more difficult for
them to deal with it in 1844. If
it was difficult for them to deal with
and handle this "Mormon Question," as
they call it, in 1846, when the peo-
ple were made wandering outcasts upon
the desert; I say, if it was a diffi-
cult thing for the Government of the
United States and for the enemies of this

people to deal with the "Mormon Ques-
tion" then, is it not a far more difficult
question for them to deal with today? As
they turn over the wall, lo! It becomes
higher and broader than it was before.
As they kick the mustard plant? Lo!
The seed is scattered, and it takes root
and springs forth and increases on every
hand. Every effort of our enemies has
utterly failed. Let them continue their
efforts. Let them do their worst. God
Almighty is at the helm, and if they can
succeed in turning over the wall again
they will find that it has grown larger
since they last tipped it over. But they
do not want us to grow in political power.
They do not want us to be, religiously or
otherwise, a separate and distinct people
from the rest of the world. They want
us to become identified and mixed up
with the rest of the world, to become like
them, thereby thwarting the purposes of
God. They hate our union; but they ap-
parently do not sense that persecution
has a tendency only to make us more
united.

Well, it is for us to live our religion.
Let us attend to our duties as Latter-day
Saints. Let us continue to be humble
and faithful before God. And if the time
should ever come when the Lord will see
fit to allow our enemies to drive us from
our present homes, the result will be
similar to what it was when they drove
us out of Nauvoo. They will drive us from
the Territory of Utah into a half a dozen
of States, and we may possibly take pos-
session of them all. They won't believe
me, and they won't believe the Elders of
the Church when they tell them these
things plainly. They won't believe us
any more than they would believe Joseph
Smith in his day, or Brigham Young in
his day. But what these inspired men


