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to the law and must answer for their
crimes. This has always been the case.
The Gospel net has gathered of ev-
ery kind. But is a whole community
to be held responsible for individuals
whose propensities lead them to commit
crimes? If we are to be judged upon that
principle, who will be exempt from the
same judgment? If God should judge the
world in this manner He would execute
the whole world—none would be exempt.
I think as a community or as communi-
ties, we will compare favorably with any
on the face of the earth. I think there will
be found far less crime among the Latter-
day Saints than may be found in other
communities of like numbers anywhere
else. I believe there is less crime, less
wickedness, less drunkenness, and fewer
offenses of any kind among the Latter-
day Saints than can be found among any
other people of equal numbers in the
world. And in saying this I am not boast-
ing of the Latter-day Saints; for, surely,
if we are Latter-day Saints, crime and
wickedness should have no part in us.
No man professing to be a member of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints should be guilty of anything that
would cause the blush of shame to ap-
pear in the face. On the contrary we
ought to live above suspicion; we ought
to live free from crime, free from wicked-
ness and sin of every description. There-
fore, to say that the Latter-day Saints
are the best people I know of in the world
is not saying anything more than should
be said and can be said honestly and
truthfully. We ought not to be guilty
of sin. The teachings of the servants
of God have been toward righteousness,
honesty and virtue, and towards ev-
erything that is calculated to elevate
and ennoble mankind. This has been

the burden of the teaching of the ser-
vants of God from the day that the
Church was organized until the present
time; and if the Latter-day Saints are
not the best people upon the earth, it is
because they have not hearkened to the
counsel that has been given them.

Why, then, should we be proscribed?
Why, then, should the people of the world
malign us and seek to blacken our names
and our characters? Why should they
seek to bring persecution and evil upon
us? The answer is to be found in the
words of the Savior. "I have chosen
you out of the world, and therefore the
world hate you." So long as you main-
tain the principles of the Gospel; so long
as you defend and practice the prin-
ciples of virtue, of truth and of righ-
teousness; so long as you stand by the
doctrines of Christ, which have been
revealed through Joseph the Prophet,
through Brigham Young, the Prophet,
and through President Taylor and the or-
acles of God; so long the world will be ar-
rayed against you, so long they will hate
you and will seek to bring evil upon you
unless they repent. There is no ques-
tion about it. Many people will not be
convinced. Brother Cannon has alluded
to people who visit us. They may be
favorably impressed upon some points;
but still they retain in their hearts a
prejudice they have received concerning
us, and they carry it away with them
notwithstanding what they see. This
is according to what Jesus said. They
have eyes, but they see not; they have
ears, but they hear not; they have hearts
but they do not understand. It is also
said that "there are none so deaf as
those who will not hear, and none so
blind as those who will not see." Many
of those who visit Utah, come filled with


