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consequences following a violation of the
law of God.

A certain Bishop wrote to me to know
what should be done in the following
case: A man had been away from home
on a mission, and during his absence his
wife had committed adultery. I replied
that the woman would have to be sev-
ered from the Church; but requested
that the aggrieved husband should call
upon me. He did so, bringing with him
his delinquent wife and three beautiful
little boys—three as beautiful little boys
as I ever saw. He also brought with
him the villain who had done the dam-
age. But I told him to take him away, I
would have no communication with such
a contemptible wretch. The husband ex-
plained that he wished to talk with me in
the presence of his wife, if it was agree-
able. He wanted to know what was to
be done in the case. I told him I should
be under the necessity of confirming the
Bishop's decision in the case, but I will
have read to you what the law says upon
the subject. George Reynolds, who is
one of my secretaries, was present, and
I asked him to read certain portions of
the revelation on celestial marriage; for
they had been married according to that
order. That revelation states that, "If a
man receiveth a wife in the new and ev-
erlasting covenant, and if she be with
another man, and I have not appointed
unto her by the holy anointing, she hath
committed adultery and shall be de-
stroyed." And in another place it says,
"they shall be destroyed in the flesh, and
shall be delivered unto the buffetings of
Satan unto the day of redemption, saith
the Lord God." Now, said I, I did not
make that law. I find it in the word of
God. It is not my province to change
it. I cannot make any change. I am

sorry for these little children. I am sorry
for the shame and infamy that has been
brought upon them; but I cannot reverse
the law of God. I did not commit this
crime; I am not responsible for it; I can-
not take upon myself the responsibility
of other peoples' acts. Well, it made my
heart ache. The husband wept like a
child, so did the woman; but I could not
help that. I speak of this for the purpose
of bringing up other things, and of pre-
senting them before the people. And the
principle I desire to impress upon their
minds is, that we have no right, any of
us, to violate the laws of God.

The President of a Stake has no right
to violate these laws; his Counselors
have no right to do it; the Bishops have
no right to do it; the Priests, Teach-
ers and Deacons have no right to do
it. God has called us to stand in holy
places, and has placed upon us the re-
sponsibility of the Priesthood. He ex-
pects us to be as true to that Priest-
hood and to the administration thereof
as the Gods are in the eternal worlds.
We may think we can do this, that and
the other irrespective of the word of God,
but let it be understood that we can-
not hide anything from the Lord; the
Scriptures say, "Hell and destruction are
before the Lord: how much more then
the hearts of the children of men?" We
may succeed in hiding our affairs from
men; but it is written that for every word
and every secret thought we shall have
to give an account in the day when ac-
counts have to be rendered before God,
when hypocrisy and fraud of any kind
will not avail us; for by our words and
by our works we shall be justified, or by
them we shall be condemned. It is for
us to walk uprightly before God. And it
is for the Priesthood—the Presidents of


