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of my brethren—the Twelve, Seventies,
Elders, High Priests, etc., ever meet with
such a people. We knew nothing about
these things ourselves until they were
revealed from the heavens unto Joseph
Smith. No people outside of the Latter-
day Saints know how to build temples.
The world would not know what to do
with them today if they had them. Nei-
ther religionists, scientists, politicians,
statesmen, philanthropists, nor any oth-
ers would know how to administer in
those temples if they had them. They
would know no more how to administer
therein, than this table that stands be-
fore me; and then we should be just as
ignorant on this subject as they, only for
the intelligence imparted unto us by the
Almighty. But He has given us revela-
tion in relation to this matter; He has
told us what to do and how to do it, and
what will be the result of our action in
the performance of these ordinances.

But the world are ignorant in re-
gard to a great many other things; they
do not know anything even about mar-
riage nor the object of it. What do
they know about eternal union? Noth-
ing. Is there any man living outside
of this Church who will have a claim
upon his wife on the other side of the
veil? No. Why? Because in all their
marriages, no matter by what church or
denomination they are celebrated, the
ceremony distinctly states, "until death
do you part." This is the acme of per-
fection in the Christian world in rela-
tion to this matter! Nothing else can be
found anywhere, among any of the pro-
fessed religionists of the world; the near-
est approach can be found not among
ministers, but in the yellow-backed lit-
erature of the period, for they do

sometimes refer to the prospect of "eter-
nal unions" hereafter, while the churches
recognize no such principle. God has
revealed, through His servant Joseph
Smith, something more. He has told us
about our associations hereafter. He has
told us about our wives and our children
being sealed to us, that we might have
a claim on them in eternity. He has re-
vealed unto us the law of celestial mar-
riage, associated with which is the prin-
ciple of plural marriage. I will speak a
little upon this subject. It is very seldom
that I refer to it, but there is need for
it occasionally. I speak of it as that law
given to us of God. I do not know, but I
have been informed that there are those
who seem to be opposed to this law in one
or two places where we have been trav-
eling. Now, I dare not oppose anything
of the kind. I dare not violate any law
of God. And I will tell you what Joseph
Smith said upon the subject. He pre-
sented this principle to the Twelve, and
called upon them to obey it, and said if
they did not, the kingdom of God could
not go one step further. Why could it not
go one step further? Because we had a
religion to live by, but none that placed
our associations upon eternal principles
or gave us a claim upon each other in the
family relations in the eternal worlds.
But through this principle we could be
sealed to one another through time and
eternity; we could prepare ourselves for
an exaltation in the Celestial Kingdom
of God. It is one of the greatest blessings
that ever was conferred upon the human
family. It is an eternal law which has al-
ways existed in other worlds as well as in
this world. I will here call your attention
to the revelation itself which reads:

"Verily, thus saith the Lord unto


