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may be as talented as Lucifer; but if he is
not a virtuous man his greatness will not
amount to much. Virtue lies at the foun-
dation of greatness. We mean to promote
it and encourage it in the rising genera-
tion. In order that the rising generation
should have it, the mothers must have it,
and feel its importance, and the fathers
also. And then we must teach all those
other virtues that belong to the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Our religion is admirably
adapted to every circumstance of life. We
can carry it with us every day. It is not
like our Sunday clothes—to be worn on
the Sunday and laid away on Monday. It
is an eminently practical religion, and is
adapted to every day alike and not for
special occasions alone. I like it on that
account. I am very much pleased with it,
always have been, and with those virtues
that it instills, the everyday virtues of
life.

If I am a Latter-day Saint, as I should
be, I am an honest man. If I were to
trade I would trade honestly, or else I
am not worthy of the name of Latter-day
Saint. If I had a wagon to sell I would
tell what sort of a wagon it was and not
cheat the party to whom I was selling,
or say that he must judge of the article
by his own eyes, that his own eyes must
tell him if there is anything wrong. I do
not consider that good Latter-day Saint
doctrine. If I have a horse to sell to my
neighbor and he asks me if the animal
has any defect, I ought to be willing to
tell what it is. And so with everything
else. We must be an honest people; for I
tell you those who are not honest cannot
retain the Spirit of God. God wants an
honest people, a truthful people, a people
whose word can be relied upon, a people
whose word is as good as their bond. I do
not know whether you all do or not, but if

not, you ought to cultivate this quality of
honesty. It is always profitable for a man
to be honest. Let him get a credit of that
kind and it will bring him profit; but if
he deceives then confidence is gone and
people will shun him. I never trade with
a man that tricks me more than once. I
do not say much. I suppose everybody
has the same kind of feeling. I never
quarrel nor find fault, but then I think
a great deal, and I suppose most of the
people have a good memory for these sort
of things.

As Latter-day Saints, we should be
honest, truthful, frugal and economical,
and do everything we can to improve our
condition. Every man that has a poor
house should seek to get a better. When
I started out in life I attached little im-
portance to the matter of a house. For
many years I was in the missionary field.
Fifteen years of my early experience in
life was spent in the missionary field.
I was only some nine months at home
during that period, and I attached lit-
tle importance to a house. But I soon
found out that my folks did not take the
same view that I did about it. I have
learned this, that a woman looks upon
a house as a matter of much more im-
portance than a man does. It is her
home. And when I see wives in houses of
a poor class when their husbands might
build better, I think their husbands do
not understand woman's nature as they
should do. Women with families should
have good houses, and husbands should
labor to get them, and then leave them
to adorn them and make them comfort-
able and desirable. Children like to
have a nice house, because they can in-
vite their companions to it. Men should
strive to make their families comfort-
able in this way. It is their duty to do


