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We are living in the latter days, at
a time which all the prophets of God,
who lived upon the earth in former times
looked forward to with anticipation. The
servants of God whose writings have
been handed down to us in the book
called the Bible, were all blessed in their
day and generation with some foresight
in regard to the last great dispensa-
tion of God's mercy to man. The Spirit
of God opened up to them views con-
cerning the great latter-day work, which
God should perform, in which He would
consummate His purposes, in which He
would perfect His work, in regard to
the people of this earth. And they
were strengthened in the performance
of the duties devolving upon them by
glimpses of the latter-day glory. They
were called to pass through very trying
circumstances. As the Apostle Paul says:

"They were stoned, they were sawn
asunder, were tempted, were slain with
the sword: they wandered about in
sheepskins and goatskins; being desti-
tute, afflicted, tormented; they wandered
in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens
and caves of the earth." Generally speak-
ing, the prophets of God were rejected by
the majority of the children of men. By
the spirit of prophecy which rested upon
them, they could perceive how small
would be the impressions which they
would be able to make upon the peo-
ple who lived in their day, and they saw
also that although they might be able
to accomplish some good in the name of
the Lord, yet the adversary would come
in like a flood, so to speak, and over-
whelm the influences which they were
able to bring to bear. They saw that the
work which they were engaged in could



