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to us keys and blessings, or to point out
the organization of the kingdom of God,
because He has established that Priest-
hood here, and we have it. If He has any
communication to make to us He will
send His messengers to us. And in this
way He will deliver His law and give His
mind and will to the people. He will do
it through the ordained channels of the
Priesthood which He acknowledges and
which He has established in the earth.
He will go nowhere else to do it, nei-
ther will He send us to them unless they
should be without the Priesthood and it
becomes necessary to take the blessings
of the Gospel to them, and I presume
that will be the case.

When Joseph received the keys of
the Priesthood he alone on the earth
held them; that is, he was the first,
he stood at the head. It was promised
that he should not lose them or be re-
moved out of his place, so long as he
was faithful. And when he died, Pres-
ident Young was chosen by the voice of
the people, and sanctioned by the voice
of God. He held the Priesthood which
was after the order of the Son of God,
with the keys which pertain to the presi-
dency of that Priesthood upon earth. He
received it from the hands of Joseph, di-
rectly from him or by his authority; and
he held it until his death. When he
died that mantle fell upon John Taylor,
and while he lives he will hold that au-
thority inasmuch as he is faithful. So
it was with President Brigham Young,
he held it on condition of his faithful-
ness. If any man in that position should
become unfaithful, God would remove
him out of his place. I testify in the
name of Israel's God that He will not suf-
fer the head of the Church, him whom
He has chosen to stand at the head,

to transgress His laws and apostatize;
the moment he should take a course that
would in time lead to it, God would take
him away. Why? Because to suffer
a wicked man to occupy that position,
would be to allow, as it were, the foun-
tain to become corrupted, which is some-
thing He will never permit. And why
will he not suffer it? Because it is not
the work of Joseph Smith; it is not the
work of Brigham Young or of John Tay-
lor. It is not the work of man but of
God Almighty; and it is His business to
see that the men who occupy this posi-
tion are men after His own heart, men
that will receive instructions from Him,
and that will carry out the same accord-
ing to the counsels of His will. You
may depend that he will see to it, and
risk nothing upon this head. Hence you
will have no reason to find fault or to
rise up in judgment upon President Tay-
lor or upon President Young, or upon
the Prophet Joseph Smith, or upon the
Twelve Apostles. We have no right to
rise up in judgment upon the President
of the Stake, or upon our Bishop, or upon
the Priesthood in any shape or form, un-
less we can do so agreeably to the laws
of the Church. If they decide against
us inasmuch as God has conferred the
keys of this Priesthood upon them, and
the kingdom is here, and its authority
is here, and the Priesthood is here, and
the organization of the kingdom of God
is here—and inasmuch as the decision is
reached and rendered agreeably to the
laws and commandments of God, then it
would be our bounden duty to humbly
submit, and bow to it and acknowledge
it. You or I might think it hard, and
possibly feel that it was unjust, but as
it would be impossible to make it other-
wise, we must submit. "What," says one,
"submit to an unjust decision? No, sir!"


