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I said in the beginning, there is a great
responsibility resting upon us individu-
ally. Our children must grow up under-
standing these principles, willing to en-
dure everything for them, strong in the
Lord to bear them off, and to maintain
purity in the earth. The devil has raised
every sort of cry against these Latter-day
Saints, throwing dust in the eyes of the
people concerning us, making the world
believe that we are unfit to live, that
it would be doing God service to kill us
off, making them believe that we are the
most impure and the most corrupt peo-
ple on the face of the earth. Why, who
has done these things? Men who are
steeped in corruption, up to their lips in
it, and who cannot comprehend purity.
And this has been the cry: "Kill them off,
they are unworthy to live; it will be doing
God service to destroy them." And yet in
these mountains the virtue of woman is
held sacred. There was a time when a
woman was as safe in our streets, or in
our remote byways, as she would be in
a strongly guarded house or castle. A
woman could travel from the northern
boundary of our Territory to the south-
ern, without hearing a word of disrespect
or seeing a gesture or anything of that
character that would annoy her. But how
has it been of late years? Why, women
are unsafe in the streets. There was a
time when drunkenness was unknown
in this land. How is it now? In spite
of our protest, in spite of everything we
can do—because we have not the power,
being a Territory, to carry out our laws
or to maintain them—drunkenness runs
riot, and it is the constant effort on the
part of every man who has a family,
and every leading man, to guard our

youth against these devilish influences
that are growing on every hand. We say
to our boys: it is the worst crime you can
commit short of murder, to be guilty of
illicit intercourse with the other sex. I
would rather carry my son to the grave
than that he should be guilty of such a
thing. We say: "Marry the sisters, marry
the daughters of Eve, take to yourselves
lawful wives, but you shall not commit
adultery, you shall not commit seduc-
tion, you shall not commit fornication; if
you do, God will curse you, and we will
sever you from the Church." We say to
our daughters that it is one of the worst
crimes they can commit to be guilty of
unchastity. We want to raise up a righ-
teous seed in these mountains, pure and
virtuous, so that a man will be so virtu-
ous that he may be in the company of an
unprotected woman alone for any length
of time, and she would be as safe as if she
were in heaven, or under the guardian-
ship of an angel, safe from pollution, safe
from everything that is vile. We want to
teach our children to be sober, to be in-
dustrious, to be truthful, to be honest, to
love God, and to love their neighbor; for
they can best show their love for God by
exhibiting their love for their neighbor.
If they cannot love him whom they see,
how can they love Him whom they have
not seen? Let us take these things to
heart, and let us be watchful and use all
our influence to protect the rising gener-
ation against those sins that are sweep-
ing over the earth, and God will bless us
in our efforts in so doing. I pray God that
He will bless you, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.


