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the minds of our children. They are
a precious charge bestowed upon us by
the Lord, and we cannot be too careful
in rearing and training them. I would
rather have my children taught the sim-
ple rudiments of a common education by
men of God, and have them under their
influence, than have them taught in the
most abstruse sciences by men who have
not the fear of God in their hearts. As
God is the fountain of all light, all truth
and all intelligence, and He has orga-
nized matter and made what we term
the laws of nature, and in the study of
His laws is discovered the highest and
most intellectual development—as "the
glory of God is intelligence," the more we
appreciate and comprehend those prin-
ciples the nearer we approach to the in-
telligence developed by the allwise Cre-
ator; the acme of scientific development
in the world is predicated upon a knowl-
edge of the laws of nature in its multifar-
ious forms. We need to pay more atten-
tion to educational matters, and do all
we can to procure the services of compe-
tent teachers. Some people say, we can-
not afford to pay them. You cannot afford
not to pay them; you cannot afford not to
employ them. We want our children to
grow up intelligent, and to walk abreast
with the peoples of any nation. God ex-
pects us to do it; and therefore I call at-
tention to this matter. I have heard in-
telligent practical men say, it is quite as
cheap to keep a good horse as a poor one,
or to raise good stock as inferior animals.
And is it not quite as cheap to raise good
intelligent children as to rear children in
ignorance.

There is another thing I wish to
speak of. Sometimes we bear too
much and too long with the work-
ers of iniquity. For instance, I heard

of a certain Bishop whose First Coun-
selor was in the habit of drinking, and
his second Counselor also drank occa-
sionally. The Bishop in excusing the
weakness of his Counselor would say
that he had a great many good traits,
that he was a good meaning and kind
hearted man, and that he wanted to save
him if he could; and the man was permit-
ted to indulge his appetite. Time passed
on and the man apostatized, which he
was sure to do if he kept on long enough.
In sending in his resignation, he said he
had had enough of "Mormonism," which
I have no doubt was really the case; I
have no doubt either but that long be-
fore that "Mormonism" had had enough
of him. The Bishop had tried to save the
man, but what of the people? How about
the Teachers? Could they, or could the
Bishop himself preach against a practice
that the Counselors were guilty of? If
he or they were to do so, it would not
amount to much while the evil was being
winked at in high places. By means such
as this, evil and a loose morality may be
introduced into a settlement because of
a laxity by men in authority, in the per-
formance of their duty. When I heard
of this I inquired why the President of
the Stake did not see that the Bishop did
his duty inasmuch as the Bishop omit-
ted to act in the matter. What right
have these men in authority to over-
look such things? I tell you, they have
no right at all. And what is the re-
sult? It began gradually to be a ques-
tion with a great many of the people in
that neighborhood whether this really
was the work of God or not; the spirit
of doubt and carelessness found place
among them, and this because the pre-
siding authority declined to purge out


