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Abraham and the prophets of old, to
bring about His purposes in the latter
days. Joseph revealed this unto some
of the first Elders of the Church, taking
care to enjoin them that they must pre-
serve these things in their own hearts;
that the time had not yet come when the
Lord required His people to enter into
this order, but the time would come when
He would require them to do so. This
was made manifest in the early stages
of this Church, but not until 1843 was
this law committed to writing and given
to the people. This revelation we find in
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants.

Now, Joseph—I refer now to the
young man that is alive and who was
a mere boy at his father's death, and
who with his mother and her children re-
mained behind, though his mother did
know for herself that her husband did
teach and practice this order of mar-
riage, yet she was not willing to own
or acknowledge it to her children, and
her children, the oldest of which, as I
have said, was only eleven years old
when his father was murdered—were
studiously kept ignorant of the facts of
the case as far as she was concerned,
and therefore we can make allowance
and excuse in part for what they as-
sert. But there are great numbers that
I can call to mind who know for them-
selves that the Prophet Joseph did re-
ceive from the Lord and teach this order
to the first Elders of this Church, and
did receive and commit to writing this
revelation on the subject of plural mar-
riage which is contained in the Doctrine
and Covenants, and did teach it and did
practice it, and I am one of those wit-
nesses. I know that he taught to me
as early as in the spring of 1842 what
God had revealed to him on the subject;
I know that he gave to me my second

wife and assigned his brother, Hyrum, to
seal her to me; and I know that he taught
this doctrine to quite a good few others—
the Twelve Apostles and others of the
faithful Elders of Israel—and that very
many of the faithful and good women
of Israel know and understand and are
witnesses of these things for themselves.
And we testify of these things, that God
has reserved to Himself this right to
command His people when it seemeth
to Him good and to accomplish the ob-
ject He has in view—that is, to raise
up a righteous seed, a seed that will
pay respect to His law and will build
up Zion in the earth. And while the
wicked are hardening their hearts in sin
and giving themselves up to whoredoms
and lust, and seeking to prevent the in-
crease of offspring among them, God is
impressing upon us the heinousness of
these crimes and showing us the beauty
and glory of multiplying the families of
Israel. When we visit the settlements
of the Saints and attend the Quarterly
Conferences throughout the land, what
do we hear in the reports? We hear
that an average of about thirty percent of
the entire population are children under
eight years of age, and another one-third
between that and twenty, and scarcely
one-third of the population are yet old
enough to enter into the marriage re-
lation. And what do we hear? Re-
ports from the Relief Societies and the
Improvement Associations and the Sun-
day school teachers and superintendents
that are engaged in instructing them—
and what do we hear? Why, we hear
that the spirit of the Gospel is in them,
that faith is in them, and that they
possess bright, intelligent minds that
are reaching out after knowledge, and


